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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

2008 ELECTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Vicki Black
VICE PRESIDENT Terry Bartels
SECRETARY Debbie Bartels
TREASURER Charles Lindquist
DIRECTORS Cliff Swenson
Kim Moore
Gary Black

FEDERATION DIRECTOR
FIELD TRIP DIRECTORS

2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Jonathan North
Terry Bartels
Tony Kampitch
Vicki Black

HISTORIAN Pat Breedlove
HOSPITALITY Melba Sagaser
LIBRARIAN Juana Juvenal
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN Ida Waterhouse
MEMBERSHIP Jeanne Boone
PARLIAMENTARIAN Bill Budd
CLUB PICNIC Anita Wald-Tuttle
PROGRAM Terry Bartels
PUBLICITY Robert & Joyce Emerson
Kim Moore
REFRESHMENTS Birthday Honorees
SHOW CHAIRMAN Kim Moore

SHOW CHAIRMAN, ASSISTANT
SHOW DEALER CHAIRMAN

Marty Patton
Joyce Emerson

SUNSHINE Mary Tucker
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Jeanne Boone
WEBMASTER Jonathan North http://www.ncgms.org/

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings. You are welcome to attend any meeting.

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building

11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these o bjectives:
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
$25.00 for families. For more information or to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.

an application, contact Membership Chairman to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.

Jeanne Boone. *Deduct $5.00 if you receive to provide field trips to mineral localities.

your newsletter via email* to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF: /5/%)
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS) & "%
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS) Ll

SOCIETIES

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi  ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor
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President’s Message
by Vicki Black

Welcome back from summer vacation. We are start-
ing the last third of the year and need to be thinking
of several things.

We need a nominating committee and of course,
nominees. Please start thinking of how you could
help. We will need a Vice President. Terry Bartel
will remain as Field Trip Leader but will not be Vice
President. We will also need a new Secretary. Deb-
bie Bartel’'s work is transferring her to Roseville and
so it will be impossible for her to continue as Secre-
tary, We will also be needing a new Treasurer.
Charles Lindquist has decided he needs some well
deserved time off. All of these people have been
wonderful to work with and been great officers for our
club. We will need to replace them so we can con-
tinue to have an active and well running club. I will
stay on as President but | need your help, This is not
a one man show. So, please be thinking about how
you can help, don’t be afraid to step up and take on a
job. We have fun and it really isn’t too painful!

Our show is only a month away . Kim Moore will
have our raffle tickets for you. Please let’s really get
out there and try to sell as many as we can. This is
one of our main ways of making money for the club.
Remember, the people you sell tickets to will maybe
come to the show so it benefits us in two ways. We
will also need prizes for the drawings and raffle tick-
ets and of course, rocks for the silent auction and
small prizes for the children’s games.

It's not too early to think about our Christmas party.
We need a Chairman and committee members to get
that organized.

I know it seems that all | do is ask for your time and
help and yes, that is true, but it is what makes our
club so great. So if you can help out our club in any
of the above jobs please let me know.

Thanks for all your help

Wanted

Vicki

Publication of the Nevada County Gem & Mineral Societ

Nevada City - Gras s Valley, California

S eptember, 2008

< September Birthdays

\

\

Sep 02 — Chris Moore
Sep 04 — Cynthia Ricks
Sep 16 — Carollyn Lutton
Sep 17 — Don King

Sep 21 — Gary Hunt

Sep 25 - Debbie Bartels
Sep 25 - Ingrid Sorensen

September Birthstone

Sapphire is the official birthstone for the month of
September as adopted by the American Association
of Jewelers in 1912.

Sapphire is the non-red variety of corundum ( the
red version is ruby. Sapphire is the second hardest
natural mineral and a 9.0 on the Mohs scale of hard-
ness.

Blue is by far the most popular color for sapphires
but the can be almost any color including yellow,
green, white, colorless, pink, orange, brown and
purple.

Sapphires with inclusions of tiny, rutile
needles exhibit an optical property
called asterism. This is the star
shaped effect seen in star sapphires
and is usually only seen in cabochon
cuts.
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Program Review
One of our newest members, Vinaya Siff, gave an interesting program about the healing properties of crys-
tals. He talked about the wearing and placement of crystals to improve both mental and physical health.

Vinaya has worked with crystals for more than 30 years as a collector and a healer. Perhaps if you are inter-
ested in learning more on this topic, you can talk to him during the breaks in our meeting.

Tip Ruth
Tip Ruth and his son, Russell Ruth, were involved in a rollover automobile accident in Grass Valley on August
12, 2008.

Tip was transported by air ambulance to Sutter Roseville Memorial Hospital suffering from multiple fractures,
cuts and bruises.

Unfortunately, Russell was killed in the accident. Russell leaves behind a nine year old son, two stepchildren
and his wife of four years, Barbara. A Celebration of Life was held on Sunday, August 17.

Our prayers and thoughts go out to Tip and Lora Ruth and their family during this difficult time.

Thulite Field Trip, August 16, 2008
ﬁ by Cliff Swenson

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society members Rudy Thompson, Terry Bartels and Karen Rynberg joined
leader Clliff Swenson and headed out to the Thulite mine to look for their share of this pretty material. Rudy
was wearing a belt buckle he made of Thulite some years ago. I'm sure there is more material like it if you
dig for it, take it to the saw and cut it up.

After Terry left, Karen said, “Hey, I'd like to know where this road leads to”. Karen lead down the road and
Rudy and | followed. After getting deeper into the jungle, | lead for a while. We stopped for a conference and
Karen and Rudy discovered the road went through. Karen lead us to the sign that said “Glen Loop” and got
out her map and figured out we weren’t lost after all. We checked out Rex Reservoir before heading onto
Rough and Ready Highway for the trip home.

September Calendar

(‘\)})‘\ ,
September 1 Labor Day MV )

September 2 No Board Meeting
September 2 General Meeting 7:00 p.m.
September 16 Newsletter items for October due

RELIABLE !
RV "
530-272-4858
SFRVICE 530-272-6950 # $ %
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Source:www.rocksandminerals4u.com

Thank You CFMS

| would like to thank the California Fed-
eration of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS)
for the award that our “Rock Writings” bul-
letin received at the annual meeting held
recently in Ventura , California. The com-
petition was for the 2008 “New Bulletin
Editors”. It was an honor to have our bul-
letin awarded second place.

Special thanks to Jonathan North for at-
tending the “Editors Breakfast” and picking
up my award and to President, Vicki Black,

for surprising me with the o
award during the August Y
meeting.
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From the desk of Shirley Leeson, AFMS President
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
PLEASE RESPOND IMMEDIATELY!

You have a five week window to contact your Congressman about this VERY important
matter. Please take advantage of it!

On July 29, 2008 | received information from Wendell Mohr (AFMS Commemorative
Stamp Project) that U.S. Congressman JOHN CULBERSON, R, from the 7th District (West
Houston, Texas) regarding the Paleo Bill H.R. 554. He is trying to either stop the bill or
change it. He asked for our help.

I immediately contacted everyone on our email list both in San Diego and Idaho. | forwarded the information
Wendell has supplied me. | also talked directly to Assistant to the Congressman, Brittany Hooten.

They asked us to do a “grass roots” movement to help him stop this bill. Helping me was John Martin,
CFMS Public Lands Advisory Committeeman from Southern California. We contacted everyone we could
think of. The response was abysmal. Only a few responded. SO NOW WE HAVE A FIVE WEEK WINDOW
WHILE CONGRESS IS CAVORTING ON THEIR VACATION ONCE AGAIN.....

Here are a few things you can mention when you contact your congressman:

1. Tell them you are a rockhound/amateur collector.

2. Tell them that as the bill stands, we can be put in jail for picking up a rock that might look like a fossil to
the “untrained eye” of a BLM or Forestry person. Which will result in the confiscation of your vehicle and
all equipment and the burden of proof will be on you IN COURT.

3. Amateur collectors have been responsible for many of the finds of important fossils over the years. All
this will now stop.

4. Fossils are not renewable. Once fossils are exposed by wind and rain they will disintegrate. Professional
paleontologists usually don’t have the time, the money or the staff to check out paleo sites found by
amateurs but they don’t want us to collect them either.

5. This bill is a disaster for rockhounds, and | urge you to stop it.

One last thing: please contact me with your name, city and state and the name of the congressman you

contacted. I'd like to know who responded to this emergency.
Source: CFMS September 2008 Newsletter

Latest on H.R. 554: Paleontological Resources Prese rvation Act

Here is an important update on the Paleontological Resources “Preservation” Act from John Martin, CFMS
PLAC South.

Following are some suggestions of what to send to our Congressmen from Shirley Leeson, AFMS President.
Links to the Congressmen’s sites are included in the email below. It has been suggested to contact Speaker,
Nancy Pelosi, as well. Here are the links to her sites: http://speaker.house.gov/ and http://www.house.gov/
pelosi/

As Shirley points out, now is the time to contact the Congressmen. Please have this information forwarded to
the members of your society.
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

WE NEED EVERY CLUB MEMBER TO HELP WITH THIS...

Give a short reason, such as:

A. The bill stops amateur rockhounds from collecting vertebrate fossils.

B. Many amateurs have found some of the most important discoveries going back to the 1800s, and turned
them over to either museums or universities for study.

C. With this bill any rock that looks like it might be a fossil will get a rockhound thrown in jail, their equipment

including their car confiscated and the burden of proof will be on the rockhound in court.

D. People in the BLM or Forestry will not be schooled in recognizing a fossil from a rock, but their judgment
will be taken.

E. Remind your congressman that once a fossil is exposed to wind and rain it will disintegrate. Universities
and Museums don't have the time, money or the staff to find these fossils before they are gone.

Source: e-mail from Merryan O’Neill forwarded by Florence Brady...August 23, 2008

* &
#
0& : (
;3
01 )2'+ ' '3
4 5

7 Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society



ROCK WRITINGS September 2008

Earth Science Studies
by Marion Roberts
CFMS

As of this writing, | am in the middle of some major changes for the future scheduling of the

Earth Science Studies programs. This is all due to the increasing popularity and use of the

Zzyzx facility by more colleges from all over the U.S as well as Europe. As the scheduling

is done by the Universities, they have priority. We no longer can get a time slot in the

spring months. | was offered only 2 weeks to choose from and decided the only feasible

date would be November 15th to 21st, 2009. There will be no March or April program at

Zzyzx in the future. This will mean the Camp Paradise program will possibly be moved to

the Spring as | am working on a May date. | need serious input from probable participants

of Camp Paradise if | am to attempt a May Camp Paradise for 2009 or | may have to lose one year and plan
for 2010.

This is one time | need you, as contacts for your club, to get the word to everyone as soon as possible so
they can contact me. | need the help of everyone right now.

Anyone who knows of a camp that we might be able to explore, be it a church camp, scout camp, or private
facility please send as much information as you can in regards to contact source and | will follow up.

If this does not work, we will be forced to work with the Camp Paradise program as it now exists with no
program in the south.

What ever happens | will not let the whole project collapse. More information to come after the Camp Para-
dise session.

As of this time, we have a few more participants than last year for the 2 week sessions and | welcome
more.

‘Addendum’

As of this writing, some major changes have been made for future scheduling of the two Science Studies
programs. This is all due to increasing popularity of the Desert Studies Center on Zzyzx Road by more col-
leges and Universities from all over the U.S. and Europe. The scheduling is done by the University at Fuller-
ton and “they” take priority.

Next year in 2009, the program at Camp Paradise will take place from May 17th to May 23rd, 2009 and
Camp Zzyzx will be moved to November 15th to 22nd, 2009.

With major changes such as this, it is imperative that everyone who receives this newsletter be sure to get
this information to each and every member of your club or society. Please remember, there are only three
copies sent to each club or society.

We will have Camp Paradise applications in the November newsletter and Camp Zzyzx applications will be
out by February newsletter.

Source: CFMS September 2008 Newsletter
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes
August 5, 2008 6:15 pm

Meeting called to order by President Vicki Black
Members present : Vicki Black, Gary Black, Terry Bartels, Debbie Bartels, Kim Moore, Jon North, Jeanne
Boone, Bill Budd, Cliff Swenson and Charles Lindquist.
Minutes of June Board Meeting:  approved as printed in the bulletin, no meeting in July due to the picnic.
Treasurer's Report : Charles Lindquist read the accounts and reported that all is well despite our Citibank
closing. Wells Fargo is the new bank as of Sept 5". He also reported that he has already bought the insur-
ance for the show but has not received the official contract from them as of yet. Charles will not be here dur-
ing the show and needs a volunteer to handle the money there. Jon North graciously volunteered.
Correspondence : We had several club shows to advertise and put out for people to see. Baker Oregon
Heritage Museum invited the club members to visit their Gem-O-Rama.
Committee Reports :
Membership: Jeanne Boone stated that we had a new family membership application for Cindy and
Todd Lawson. They were unanimously approved.
Newsletter: Nothing new to report.
Hospitality: A previous member, Daryl Shelley is in a care facility. We will send him a card.
Federation: Jon North: Went to Ventura for the Director’'s meeting and will update the general mem-
bership later. Thank you to Jon for representing our club so well. Many clubs are not represented at
the Federation level. Jon keeps us well informed. Next year the show will be in Santa Clara in April.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels: Terry told us about two Co-op trips over Labor Day. The “Fossils For
Fun” annual trip to Cedarville and the El Dorado Club is leading a trip to Austin. He also told us about
a Co-op meeting in Sheridan on August 17". Cliff Swenson will be leading a trip to the local Thulite
area on August 16™. They will leave from the Fair Grounds parking lot at 8:00 a.m. He warned every-
one about the heavy poison oak.
Historian: No report.
Show Chairman: Kim Moore said everything is going well for the show and gave Charles Lindquist a
form he could use to pay for the day. The Board talked about the increasing cost of insurance—some
passed on from the Federation and some just for the increased cost per member for us. It was men-
tioned that shows often require vendors to provide insurance for liability and it is thought that we will
put a new box on the form for the vendors to check if they have insurance. Cliff Swenson is taking
care of the demonstrators and that's coming along as well.
Programs: Things are being lined up still.
Old Business: The “Rock Swap” that our club participates in that exchanges rock boxes with other clubs has
three new boxes available. These clubs only want crystals in return. It was decided since we do not have
many crystals from this area that we would wait until other boxes were available to participate again.
New Business: The club is going to subscribe to the “Mini Miners Monthly”, a magazine geared toward
young rockhounds. We will keep them in the library for our members to use and to encourage youngsters to
participate in our wonderful hobby. If you would like more information or are interested in a subscription,
please go to: www.diamonddanpublications.com .
Meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Bartels
Secretary, NCG&MS
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Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society Minutes
General Membership Meeting Minutes
August 5, 2008
Meeting was called to order: 7:05 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Present: 27 members and 2 guests:Welcome and introduction of guests. Welcome Kerry Goodwill and her
daughter Rebekah, who will be going to the California Institute of Jewelry Training.
Sunshine : We are happy to note that Bill Budd did not have surgery yet, but will go in some time in August.
Terry Bartels will have hip surgery this month as well—we wish them well.
Birthdays : Happy Birthday to all the July and August birthdays.
Program : Terry introduced Vinaya Siff who gave an enlightening program on the healing properties of vari-
ous crystals. Thank you Vinaya for introducing us to this new aspect of rocks.
Adjourned for refreshments and raffle:
Business meeting :
The minutes from the previous meeting stand approved as printed.
Treasurer’s Report : Charles reported that all is well, noted our bank balances and said that we will have a
new bank, Wells Fargo as of Sept 5th. Citibank is closing.
Correspondence: There were several clubs that had show flyers to share with the club. They are on the
table.
Committee Reports :
Bulletin : Jeanne Boone was presented with a certificate and pins that was awarded for 2" place in
the state-wide bulletin competition for “New Bulletin Editors” at the CFMS meeting in Ventura.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels: Terry told us about the 2 Labor Day Co-Op trips planned, one is the an-
nual FFF trip to Cedarville and Badger Flat and the other is El Dorado’s trip planned to the Austin
area. Cliff Swenson will be leading a club trip for Thulite on August 16™. They will meet at gate 1 at
the Nevada County Fair Grounds at 8:00 am sharp. Cliff warned everyone about poison oak in the
area. And Sunday, August 17™ there will be a Coop meeting in Sheridan. Anyone who would like to
go contact Vicki or Terry.
Federation: Jon North: Jon went to the Director’'s meeting in Ventura and stated that insurance is a
big topic right now. AMFS will be increasing their membership fees by $.25 per club member and
CMFS is increasing at least the same. This will be for increased insurance costs for their services that
include Coop field trips. Five clubs have disbanded, American River, Carmichael, Porterville, Lansing,
and Boulder. Four new clubs have joined the Federation, Tehachapi, Feather River, Fallbrook, and
Hercules. The Club Paradise looks good with the Earth Studies and classes they will offer. It is rap-
idly filling up so anyone that is interested should either turn in an application from what the club
handed out, or go to the website and download one. Next year still looks good at the current location,
but they may have to change the location later. The Federation also announced an award—Education
through Sharing, where members are nominated for their contributions above and beyond. Jon also
announced that the junior program is going well. 16 clubs have active youth activities and even had a
booth at the Federation show. There were also announcements of continuing closures of public lands.
The Federation has a committee that keeps tabs on the situations and advises the members about
what is pending on the legal horizon. The scholarship fund is still going strong and elections for Fed-
eration officers will be held in November. Another noteworthy award from the Federation show went
to Bob Jones, from Rock & Gem magazine, and Don Ogden, the CMFS website director got another
one.
Show: Kim Moore gave update on the show. Everything is going well and he will give out flyers and
more information next month. Jon will be in charge of exhibitor cases and taking care of the money
taken in. If anyone has any tumbled rocks or other specimens for the grab bags, please bring them to
Melba.
Historian: no report.
Old Business: The picnic was July 12 from 2-6 at the North Star Mining Museum. Everyone who attended

had a good time and the museum grounds were cool and enjoyable.
(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

New Business: Diamond Dan Publications has a new junior publication available for $19.95 a year. The
club decided to purchase a subscription to keep in the library for any junior members or their families. It
should be a good source of activities and education for our future members. Jon North mentioned that the
Roseville Rock Rollers would be having a hard rock carving class on Saturday the 9™ offered by Dick
Freeson. He has demonstrated his craft at our show before and the class would be a great experience.
Thanks to Jon North for letting us know about the publication.

Meeting adjourned: 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Bartels, Secretary

A Consent and Assumption

Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions. CO-OP website also has information: www.ourfieldtrips.org

(Password is needed.)

. All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy). These trips are open to all rockhounds
who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader and practice safe rockhounding.

Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information.

Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader.

of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site.

Oct. 4 Tahoe National Forest, west of Truckee for Chinese writing rock (porphyry), S A
Sun City Lincoln Hills G & M Society, Ron Clawson -

Oct. 25 Tours of Gold Bug and Priest Mines in Placerville, Roseville Rock Rollers G & M~
Society, Shaun Chapman »

Nov. 1 CO-0P Quarterly Meeting, Amador Club to Host

Thanksgiving Week Location to be Determined, Mother Lode Mineral Society, Al Troglin

Source: Field Trip Chairmen’s Association INFORMATION NOT TO BE REPRINTED
http://www.ourfieldtrips.org Field Trip Information to be kept confidenti  al
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September 13-14 2008, Downey, CA
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society
Woman’s Club of Downey

9813 Paramount Blvd

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10-4
Guynell Miller (562) 633-0614

Email : guynellallen@sbcglobal.net

September 25-28 2008, San Bernardino CA
Orange Belt Mineral Society, Inc.

Western Region Little League Ball Park
6707 Little League Dr.

Hours: 9 a.m. - Dusk each day

Emma Rose Couveau (951) 288-6182

September 27-28 2008, Monterey, CA
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Monterey Fairgrounds

2004 Fairgrounds Rd.

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10-5

Sky Paston (831) 417-7477

Email: sky@familystones.net
Website: www.cvgms.org

September 27-28 2008, Stockton, CA
Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Club
Scottish Rite Masonic Center

33 West Alpine Ave.

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4

Nettie Meissner (209) 858-2263
E-mail:footseyl@yahoo.com

October 5 2008, Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society
"Fall Festival of Gems"

FGMS Museum

123 W. Alvarado

Hours: 10 - 4

Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130
Diane Tjepkes (780) 468-8028

October 11-12 2008, Grass Valley, CA
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
"Earth's Treasures"

Nevada County Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road

Hours: 10 - 5 both days

Kim Moore (530) 470-0388

Email: Kmoorel60@comcast.net

Source: CFMS Website:
http://www.cfmsinc.org/
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October 11 - 12 2008, Trona, CA

Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society
“66th Annual Gem-O-Rama”

Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society
13337 Main Street

Hours: Sat. 7:30 - 5; Sun. 7:30 - 4
Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356
Email: glgms@wvisp.com

Website: wwwl.iwvisp.com/
tronagemclub/tronagemclub.html

October 11-12 2008, Lakeside, CA
Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Lakeside Rodeo Grounds

12584 Mapleview

Hours: 10-5 both days

David Newton (619) 390-5054
Email: jontom@nethere.com
Webpage: ecvgms.com

October 11-12 2008, Vista, CA

Vista Gem & Mineral Society

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum
2040 North Sante Fe Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4

Cherie Wilson (760) 941-7073

Lois M. Hair (760) 724-0395

October 18 2008, West Hills, CA
Woodland Hills Rock Chippers
First United Methodist Church
22700 Sherman Way

Hours: 10-5

Virginia Rotramel (951) 403-2634
Email: show@rockchippers.org
Webpage: www.rockchippers.org

October 18-19 2008, Anderson, CA
Shasta Gem & Mineral Society
Shasta District Fairgrounds

Hours: 1Sat. 9-5: Sun. 10-4

Bill Seward (530) 365-8641

E-mail: glseward@sbcglobal.net
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