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President’'s Message
by Vick Black

| don’t know about anyone else
but | had a great time at our show
and it looked to me like everyone
else was having a good time too.
THANK YOU to everyone who
made the show such a success,

The weather is cooling off and
our thoughts are turning to the holidays and
family. Don'’t forget Dec. 1st. Is our meeting
night and our Christmas Dinner. Turkey and
Dressing and Ham will be cooked by Vicki and
Melba but we will need all the other goodies
that go along so bring a dish to share . We also
do a gift exchange, just something small if you
want to join in bring a wrapped gift.

This month we will be voting in our new offi-
cers for the coming year. Hope you have been
thinking how you can help.

Vicki

November Program

Get ready for another interesting program
given by Geologist Rich Dvoracek. This
month’s subject will be on a subject many of us
enjoy searching for and hope to find. “GOLD”
How it occurs and a History of Mining Methods.
Rich has presented a couple other programs in
the past and always delivers interesting infor-
mation that is new to all of us.

Christmas Dinner Party is Coming

Mark your calendar and dig out your favorite
recipe. We will be celebrating Christmas on our
December 1st meeting date. We will have a
potluck to start the celebration, followed by a
brief meeting to install our new and continuing
officers, and then our traditional gift exchange
in our unusual method of distribution.

Elections are this Month

Once again we will be electing club officers
to serve in the new year. Our election commit-
tee has come up with a list of names of nomi-
nees to fill all of the elected positions. Before
we vote in our new officers, we open up nomi-
nations to anyone else that wishes to run for an
office. Once nominations are closed, we vote.
Here is the current lineup of nominees:

President - Vacant

Vice President - Dan Chaplin
Secretary - Julie-Anne Lay
Treasurer - Todd Lawson
Director - Kim Moore
Director - Terry Bartels
Director - Jan Longacre

Since this election determines who will be
running our club for the next year, it is very im-
portant that we have a good turn out to vote
them into office. In order for us to even have a
club, we need a President! Search deep within
and see if you are the person that our Club can
count on.
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society



ROCK WRITINGS

November 2009

October Program

The October program was presented by Jon
North with a crash course on building an exhibit
case for the show. Jon spoke about how to
decorate a case, and gave ideas on how to pre-
sent specimens to get the best results. Follow-
ing that, Dan Chaplin gave a demonstration on
mineral identification using chemistry.

Mineral Identification using different chemical substances
demonstrated by Dan Chaplin. Looking on is Terry

Bartels, Vicki Black, and Joyce Emerson.
(Photo by Rudy Thompson)

Birthstone For November
Is Topaz

Topaz is a unique crystal
that seems to be easily
confused with citrine and
aguamarine. However, that is
only by its appearance. The
composition of Topaz, puts it
into a class of its own. Topaz
is made of Aluminum silicate floride hydroxide. Its
crystals are transparent to translucent. Topaz has a
luster that is adamantine to vitreous. It has an
orthorhombic crystal system that has perfect
cleavage in on direction. Topaz has a hardness of
8. Itis the hardest silicate mineral and is one of the
hardest minerals that there is. Topaz comes in
yellow, orange, red, blue, green, or clear. 1t is
excellent as a gemstone, but is also used in industry
because of its optical properties. As a gemstone,
Topaz is usually faceted. Topaz is primarily found
in Brazil, Pakistan, Russia, Mexico, Utah, and
California.

So, you lucky folks that have a November
birthday, you have a very special birthstone to brag
about to those less fortunate!

by Jonathan North

A Message from
your Show Chairman

THANK YOU ALL! We are so lucky to have
such a great bunch of members in this club.
The show went very well; there was a good
turnout, our vendors all were happy, and that is
very important to our club. Their success
means that our show brings in the revenue we
need so badly to operate our club thru the year.
Our juniors all had fun and did a great job;
where did they get all that energy? Well this
show is put to bed for now and on to next year.
The show dates for next year’s are setup Fri.
Oct 8, and show Oct. 9 & 10. | can’t wait lol. In
closing, a special thanks to my Assistant Show
Chairman, Marty Patton, for all his help, and my
Vendor Chairmen Joyce & Bob Emerson.
Thank You.

Kim Moore

Show Chairman
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Earth’s Treasures 2009 was a Great Success!
This is one thing that almost needs not be said:Show was one of our best! Why shouldn’t we nieeshy
it? Simple, our members were there for the esti@wv, helping wherever they could. You made itegsful
and something you all can be proud of. Belowagslkage of show photos taken by Bill Budd. Bill ¢cimues
to be a super photographer, capturing many shatdeh the story. See more photos of the showame 4
and don't forget to go the Club’s website for mamgre photos that will be posted in the near future.
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Jillian Rohleder caught smiling

Show Setup on Friday

Sam Wren explains it all to Bill and Tony )
Mary Ann King greets her customers

Checking out Treasures from Kids Corner

ﬁ'.

Here’s some nice things!
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CO-OP Meeting is This Month

The November CO-OP meeting will be on
November 21st, 2009, sponsored by the
Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society in
Oroville. The location will be at COPA de
ORO, 445 Myers Street, Oroville.

Complete information isn’'t available at the
time of publication, however, it should start at
11:00 a.m. with lunch (cost around $9.00), then
the meeting. The main order of business will be
to discuss fieldtrips and have an election.

If you intend on attending this meeting,
please RSVP to Jon North at (916) 768-0137.

Always Prepared!
Are you Sure?
A Safety Note by Owen Martin, AFMS Safety Chair

I like to think that | am always prepared to make a
quick stop at any out crop of opportunity that |
encounter in my travels around the country. Rock
hammer, bucket, loupe, | usually have all those
things with me.

So it was this last month when we were picking up
my daughter from a summer camp in central Texas.
While waiting to check in at the hotel | spied a
beautiful looking road cut about a half mile from the
hotel.

| wouldn't be able to look at it that night, but on the
way back home | was sure | could convince my wife
to stop for a few minutes.

The following morning that is exactly what we did.
My daughter even thought it looked good so she
decided to join me while the rest of the crew stayed
in the minivan and listened to the Jonas Brothers or
Miley Cyrus. | got pretty excited since within about a
minute on the outcrop | found my first loriola
echinoid.

It was a really cute little one and better than what |
was hoping for. My daughter came over to see it
and we promptly found 3 more in the next couple of
minutes. Things were going really well!

Or so they seemed, but then a few minutes later |
heard my daughter scream and she was only about
10 feet away from me so it gave me quite a shock! |
was immediately on top of the situation (or so |
thought) and discovered that she had just had her
first encounter with a baby diamond back rattler.
Luckily they scared each other and the snake
quickly headed under a rock.

So as | picked her up and hauled her back to the
van it dawned on me exactly how “unprepared” |
was to make such a stop. My daughter was wearing
shorts and flip flops, and | didn't have my medical
kit! So | was definitely prepared to hunt, but not my
daughter, and definitely NOT to deal with the
consequences of something bad happening.

In the future 1 am going to give a good bit more
forethought to my impromptu stops especially if |
have my kids in tow and | would strongly encourage
you all to do the same. If she had been bitten by
that little snake it could have been very bad!

Be safe on your trips and travels, and always
consider how you can better prepare for events you
may encounter in the field!
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes
October 6, 2009

Meeting called to order by President Vicki
Black at 6:15pm
Members present: Terry Bartels, Vicki & Gary
Black, Joyce Emerson, Julie-Anne Lay, Kim
Moore, Jonathan North and Anita Wald-Tuttle
Minutes from September Board Meeting:  Ap-
proved as printed in bulletin
Treasurer's Report : All accounts healthy. A big
thanks to Anita for stepping up and taking over
the treasurer’s job until the end of the year.
Correspondence: Assortment of show fliers
available to share with members
Committee Reports:

Membership: No report

Bulletin: No report

Field Trips: All listed in bulletin. Club trip to
Austin is on October 24"/25" to collect fluorite,
snakeskin agate, daisy quartz and blue chal-
cedony

Federation: Jonathan will attend the upcom-
ing Directors meeting November 7th

Show Chairman: Show details in general
meeting. Received copy of liability insurance for
the show. 2010 Show dates October 9™ and
10™,

Webmaster: No report

Picnic: Planning on hold until February

Program: “How to set up a Show Case” by
Jonathan North and “Mineral Identification —
Qualitative Analysis” by Dan Chaplin
Continuing business: Nomination Committee
looking for members to fill President, Treasurer
and Director positions on the Board.
New business : Jonathan North will take over
membership and bulletin from Jeanne Boone.
Thanks Jonathan.
Meeting adjourned : at 6:45pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie-Anne Lay, Secretary,
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

Deadline for the December 2009

Newsletter is November 17, 2009

CFMS Fall Business Meeting

The California Federation of Mineralogical
Societies will be having their Fall Business
Meeting in Visalia , the second weekend in No-
vember.

Activities include a Cracker Barrel Social on
Friday evening, and a Directors meeting with an
election of 2006 Officers. On Saturday evening
there will be a banquet and installation of new
Officers.

This is an important meeting that effects all
member clubs, including ours. Federation Di-
rector Jonathan North will be representing our
Club at all activities. If you have any items that
you would like to be presented during the Direc-
tors meeting, contact Jonathan no later than
November 5th.

w\
R

Membership Roster Update

New Member:

Edward Boyer

10799 Walker Dr.

Grass Valley, CA 95945
(530) 477 5053

Edward used to be a club member
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
General Meeting Minutes
October 6, 2009

Meeting called to order by President Vicki
Black at 7:15pm

Pledge of Allegiance

Present: 30 members and O guests
Sunshine: Alan Boone is in Sierra Nevada re-
covering from complications. Diane Riley will
be at the Show. Reba Rohleder recently had

surgery and will start chemotherapy very soon.

Birthdays: Happy birthday all October birth-
days
Program: “How to set up a Show Case” by
Jonathan
North and “Mineral Identification” by Dan
Chaplin.
Minutes from September Board Meeting:
Approved as printed in the October bulletin
Treasurer's Report: All accounts healthy.
Thanks to Anita for taking over from Alan
Boone for the rest of the year. Need nomina-
tions for new Treasurer.
Correspondence: Show fliers to share with
members
Committee Reports:

Membership: Jonathan North will take over

from Jeanne Boone

Bulletin: Jonathan North will take over from
Jeanne Boone

Field Trips: All printed in the bulletin.

Federation: Jonathan will attend the Direc-
tors meeting in November

Show Chairman: Set up begins at 8am Fri-
day 9™. Still need rocks for auction, old books
and old magazines. Keep selling raffle tickets.
Thanks to Joyce Emerson and Don King for
publicity and advertising.

Webmaster: No report

Picnic: No report

Program: November program still pending
Continuing business: Nominating Committee
(Jonathan North, Anita Wald-Tuttle and Julie-
Anne Lay) need to find members to fill Presi-
dent and Treasurer positions. Dan Chaplin will
stay as Vice President if he has a commitment
from others members to find program present-
ers. Christmas Party will be on December 1°
and will be a potluck and gift exchange.
New business: None
Meeting adjourned : at 9:05pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie-Anne Lay, Secretary,
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

CO-OP MEMBER & OTHER FIELD TRIPS FOR 2009

Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions. CO-OP website also has information: www.ourfieldtrips.org
(Password is needed.)
All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy). These trips are open to
all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader and practice safe rock-

hounding.

Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information.
Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader.
A Consent and Assumption of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site

Nov. 25 - 28
by phone or email.

Nov. 24 - 30

Southern CA — annual Thanksgiving week trips. Mother Lode Mineral Club, Al Troglin

Wiley Well Annual Thanksgiving Rockhound Roundup. Sponsors CFMS and OBMS.

Leaders: Adam Dean and Shep Koss. For contact information and more trip details,
heck out the fieldtrips section of CFMS website: http://www.cfmsinc.org/

Source: Florence Brady, Co-op Fieldtrips

CFMS website

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
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November 7-8 2009, Concord, CA

Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society
Centre Concord

5298 Clayton Road (Cornern of Ygnacio &
Clayton Rd)

Hours: 10 - 5 both days

Harry Nichandros

Email: show2009@ccmgs.org

Website: http://ccmgs.org

November 6-7-8 2009, Eureka, CA
Humbolt Gem & Mineral Society
Redwod Acres Fairground

3750 Harrie Street

Hours: Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5
tony Tyson (707) 502-9574

Email: bluiis911@msn.com

November 7-8 2009, Lancaster, CA
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Society
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds

2551 W. Ave. H, Hwy 14

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

Susan Chaissin-Walblom (661) 943-1861
Email: SLChaisson@yahoo.com
Website: palmdalegemandmineral.com

November 7-8 2009, Ridgecrest, CA
Indian Wells Gem & Mineral Society
Desert Empire Fairgrounds

520 S. Richmond Rd.

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

John DeRosa (760) 375-7905

Email: schiller@ridgecrest.ca.us

November 14-15 2009, Victorville, CA
Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Society
San Bermardino Co.Fairgrounds
17800 - 7th Street

Hours: 9-5 daily

Vigil Melton (760) 900-0507

November 14-15 2009, Yuba City, CA
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
Franklin Hall, Yuba/SutterFairgrounds
442 Franklin Ave.

Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4

Bruce Roberts (530) 675-2864

November 21-22 2009, Livermore CA
Livermore Valley Lithophiles

At the "Barn"

Pacific Ave. at So. Livermore Ave.
Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Email: info@lithophiles.com

Website: www.lithophiles.com

Show Flyer: click here.

November 21-22 2009, Oxnard, CA
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society
Oxnard Performing Arts Center

800 Hobson Way

Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 10-4

Norb Kinsler (805) 644-6450

Email: info@oxnardgem.com
Website: www.oxnardgem.com

December 5-6 2009, Barstow, CA
Mojave Gem & Mineral Society
Community Center

Calling in All Signs
If you placed show signs about the commu-
nity, or displayed them on your vehicle, please
bring them to our meeting or give them to Kim
Moore. They will be changed for next year and
reused. Thank you in advance.

NEXT CO-OP MEETING
NOVEMBER 21st

See Page 5 for details

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 9
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It is Time to Renew Your Membership for 2010

Yes folks, it's that time again! Time to renew your Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Member-
ship. Your dues fulfill a number of things: They pay your dues for our club, dues for AFMS and
CFMS, Insurance for fieldtrips and other club activities, rent for our meeting hall, and to help produce
our newsletter. We get a lot from such a small amount. When you look at it that way, don’t you get
some real “Bang for you Buck?”

or Mail to:
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Jon North, Membership Chairman

1440 Musgrave Dr.
Roseville, CA 95747-6257 rﬁﬁ‘ ‘
Pay to the order of:
NCG&MS

Help us get a jump on NCGMS dues for 2010! My 2010 dues
If your personal information is the same, just writ e SAME on the form, under your name(s)

Dues are due by January 1st, and must be paid nola ter than March 1st to remain a member in
good standing and be listed in the 2010 Membership Roster and continue receiving the News-
letter.

Thank you. Jonathan North, NCG&MS Membership Chairman

NEVADA COUNTY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY
2010 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

Please provide the following information along wi th the appropriate dues payment:

Name(s)
Address:

Street City/State Zip
Phone: ( ) -

Email Address:

(Email address will be part of Club Membership Roster unless omiss ion is requested)
Type of membership (check one)
Dues: Adult 18 yrs. and older $20.00 per yea r Family $25.00 per year

Receive your newsletter by email and deduct $5.00  from normal membership dues.
Be sure to enter your email address above.

| agree to receive the newsletter by email ( ) Total amount paid: $
yes or no

10 Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

2009 ELECTED OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Vicki Black
VICE PRESIDENT Dan Chaplin
SECRETARY Julie-Anne Lay
TREASURER Anita Wald-Tuttle
DIRECTORS Kim Moore

Gary Black

FEDERATION DIRECTOR
FIELD TRIP DIRECTORS

Terry Bartels

2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Jonathan North

Terry Bartels

Tony Kampitch

Vicki Black
HOSPITALITY Melba Sagaser
LIBRARIAN Alex Lay
MEMBERSHIP Jonathan North
PARLIAMENTARIAN Vacant
CLUB PICNIC Anita Wald-Tuttle
PROGRAM Dan Chaplin
PUBLICITY Robert & Joyce Emerson

Kim Moore
REFRESHMENTS Birthday Honorees
SHOW CHAIRMAN Kim Moore

SHOW CHAIRMAN, ASSISTANT
SHOW DEALER CHAIRMAN
SUNSHINE

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Marty Patton

Joyce Emerson

Mary Tucker

Jonathan North (916) 768-0137
1440 Musgrave Dr. Roseville, CA 95747-6257
Jonathan North (916) 768-0137

jonnorth@comecast. net

WEBMASTER http://www.ncgms.org/

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed

of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings.

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building

11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

You are welcome to attend any meeting.

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and
$25.00 for families. For more information or
an application, contact Membership Chairman
Jonathan North (916) 768-0137. *Deduct
$5.00 if you receive your newsletter via email*

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these objectives:
to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.
to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.
to provide field trips to mineral localities.
to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

7 AFMS N NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND

MINERAL SOCIETY IS APROUD MEMBER OF:

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS)
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS)

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JONATHAN NORTH
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi  ssions to: Jonathan North, Editor
1440 Musgrave Drive, Roseville, CA 95747-6257
email: jonnorth@comcast.net

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 11
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

PO Box 565 First Class Mall

Nevada City, CA 95959-0565

November 2009

General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, November 3, 2009
7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

November Program

Geologist Rich Dvoracek Is presenting:
‘GOLD”
How it occurs and a History of Mining Methods

** Bring a Friend! **
12



