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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings. Y ou are welcome to attend any meeting.

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building

11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and
$25.00 for families. For more information or
an application, contact Membership Chairman
Jeanne Boone at (530) 268-8857. *Deduct
$5.00if you receive your newsletter via email*

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these o bjectives:
to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.
to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.
to provide field tipsto mineral localities.
to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF:

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS)
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS)

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE

Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi  ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor.

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 2
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President’'s Message
by Vicki Black
Congratulations to everyone! What a great show
and w hat aw onderful job Kim Moore and Joyce Em-
erson did to pull it all together. A big ‘THANK YOU
to all the members w ho helped. It could never be
done without all of you and all that you do. A special

“THANK YOU'" to all our Pebble Pups whow orked so

hard all day in the children’'s games area. They did a
terrific job.

We will be voting for our officers for 2009 at this
meeting. We still do not have a volunteer for Vice
President . 1hope someone will be willing to take on
this job. It really isn't hard and w e have several
ideas for programs and people willing to help you

Ele ction of Officers for 2009

President Vicki Black
Vice President 2?27
Secretary Julie-Anne Lay
Treasurer Alan Boone
Directors Gary Black, Cliff

Swenson & Kim

Moore

November Calendar
November 1  Co-op Quarterly Meeting -
Amador Gem & Mineral Society
is Hosting.

November 2  Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 4  Election Day - Please Vote!
November 4  NCG&MS Board Meeting 6:00 pm.
November 4  NCG&MS General Meeting 7:00 pm

November 11 Veterans' Day
November 27 Thanksgiving Day

&o

An Addition to our Library
by Jonathon North

Our THANKS go out to Charles and Donna Starr for
the donation of a super VHS tape on Gold Panning

Techniques, published by the Gold Prospectors Asso-

ciation of America. We all will know you viewed the
tape w hen you can do the “Blueberry Bounce”.
Thanks again Charles and Donna!

o8 vojemberBirthiays 4%

Happy Birthday to
these special

Nov 01 — Sandra Delong
Nov 03 — Brad Carter

members! Nov 05 — Sandie Oakie
YT Nov 05 — Rob Woodhall
] .dp i

Tt u"P;, Nov 07 — Jeanne Boone

Nov 07 — Charlie Starr
Nov 08 — Olaf Sorensen
Nov 14 — Nick Smith
Nov 14 — Jack Ricks

As cool and inviting as a blue lake on a blistering
summer day, December's birthstone is derived
from the Sanskrit w ord "tapas," meaning fire. This
is because Blue Topaz w as considered by ancient
civilizations to have cooling properties. Not only
was it believed to cool boiling w ater w hen thrown
into the pot, but to calm hot tempers as welll This
gemstone w as credited w ith many other healing
pow ers, among them the ability to cure insanity,
asthma, w eak vision and insomnia. The Blue To-
paz w as even thought to have magical properties in
its ability to make its w earer invisible in a threaten-
ing situation.

B\fﬂ'ud&y

A
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December’s Birthstone is
Blue Topaz

Blue Topaz is the hardest of the silicate miner-
als. While pure Topaz is colorless, minor changes
of elements w ithin the stone result in a variety of
other colors, such as blue, pale green, red, yellow
and pink.

The blue hue is created w hen Topaz is heated,
whether the heat source is natural or engineered
by man. The three shades of Blue Topaz are Sky,
Swiss and London Blue. The latter is the deepest
blue and is often used as a less expensive substi-
tute for Sapphire.

http:/Mvww .about-birthstones.cony
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2009 Membership Due

Y our dues help pay for the cost
'-L of your monthly new sletter, club ﬁ
/=r¢ insurance and other expenses

ﬂ, such as the picnic rental costs.

Dues are due by January 1st, and must be paid no

later than March 1st to remain a member in good

standing and be listed in the 2009 Me mbership Ros-
ter.

Individual membership is $20.00 per year

Family membership is only $25.00 per year

Deduct $5.00 if you receive your newsletter via
email. (High speed internet is advised for email)

Send your payment to:

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Attn: Membership Chairman

P.O. Box 565

Nevada City, CA 95959-0565

You can also bring your Membership application to a
meeting and give it to the Membership Chairman,
Jeanne Boone.

: 2009 Membership Dues

| Please provide the follow ing information along w ith
: the appropriate dues pay ment:

| Name(s)
: Address:

:City:
| Phone: ( ) -

I

| *Email Address:
I

| *A high speed internet connection is advised to
: receive the newsletter by email.

Zip Code:

: Type membership (check one)
I

| Single

I

($20.00) Family ___ ($25.00)

%.cr Sunshine Update

# $
I "#$ % &'
%
#( )
&* &
( ) *+
) *+ THANK YOU
# ( ) *%
),_ ) *%*
! ) .
# | ) 0
1 - ) *2
$ $# $!'3) #
I I
3 4 5 1 -

#$ %+, $ I
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President's Message
by Bural LaRue, CFMS President

According to the calendar, we justmoved into a new season. Our thermometer on
the patio read 102°today so perhaps Fall is not qu ite here. We must still begin
thinking about our Fall Business Meeting on Veteran’s Day weekend in Visalia.

This meeting is a “must” for all Directors. | can’t over emphasize the importance of
this meeting. There is a lot of business to be conducted and we need representa-
tion from all the clubs to insure that we address your concems.

The election of next year’s officers will take place at this time. This year we will elect new people
as Secretary and Treasurer. Fred Ott was nominated to serve as your 1st Vice President/President
Elect and Jim Brace-Thompson was nominated to serve as your 2nd Vice President. C J Quitorano
will be installed as your new 2009 President and will begin service on January 1.

The AFMS Directors Meeting was scheduled for Houston, Texas in late September. Unfortunately
Hurricane Ike came and messed things up. All meetings were cancelled by email discussion and
votes later this month. We’ll get the new information to you at the meeting. Remember to send
your representative to the Holiday Inn in Visalia. When making your reservation please tell them
you are with CFMS to get the special rate.

Camp Paradise was well attended this year; all participants had a good time. Due to a scheduling

issue beyond our control, the dates for the Earth Science Studies program are quite different. You
can check the website and future newsletters for information as itis made available.

Remember to have fun. Have a great day and a better tomorrow!

Source: November, 2008 CFMS Bulletin  w ebsite: http:/Avww .cfmsinc.org/
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Commemorative Stamps
by Wendell Mohr

Efforts to reach success in obtaining Birthstones on U. S. postage stamps are ongoing.

Thanks to Shirley Leeson for the full support of the project. She personally wrote several articles in the
AFMS News, stimulating participation of every member in every society. She also carried the message in
person to several of the Federations, and made many useful contacts.

Thanks again to Bob Jones for publishing a tw o page article about Birthstones on Stamps in the Feb. 2008
Rock & Gem Magazine.

Thanks to Dr. Jeffrey Post Curator-in- Charge at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History for pro-
viding for the use of pictures of birthstones from the national collection. Although the majority of the gems are
non-US, they provide a colorful idea of w hat could appear on stamps using U.S. Materials.

Thanks to the many clubs w ho have already used the promotional materials at meetings, in their new sletters,
and at their shows. | have seen many fine examples in newsletters and bulletins.

As said previously, Persistence Pays. Lets gain even more support to have another stamp in the “Our Mineral
Heritage” series of 1974 & 1992 w ith birthstones next. For promotional materials you may use refer to the
AFMS w ebsite, <http://www .amfed.org/stamps.htm>. Pass-outs are for members of clubs and the general
public, and for student and teacher use w hich is educational w hile promoting our project.

Send your request for Birthstone stamps (Do it again even if you did before) to this address:
The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee

Stamp Development, US Postal Service

1735 North Lynn St., Room5013

Arlington VA 22209-6432

HELP FILL IN THEBLANK! (The CSAC doesn't have an E Mail address. Ever w onder why?)

Source: CFMS November, 2008 Bulletin  w ebsite: http:/Mww.amfed.org/news/n2008

LAl AHBAL

So....the show is over, you say. How ever, it's not 23 456 4< —_ | w B
too soon to start thinking about next years show ! < $ $ 'ﬁwﬁ B\e
First of all, remember to gather and turn in the S oy 4 at

advertising signs that can be reused for nextyear to
Kim Moore. #
The rock grab bags w ere a popular item that sold

out before the show ended. Those members w ho
sew should save their material scraps for making
new bags. The bags are a greatw ay to get young
and old interested in our hobby.

When collecting material on field trips, save some
to be polished or used unpolished in the grab bags
and for the silent auction table.

Jump start the show for next year - PLAN AHEAD
andw e’ll have plenty of material and never have to
say, “Sorry, butw e have sold out”.

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 8
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2008 - 6:15 pm
Meeting called to order by President Vicki Black.
Members present : Terry Bartels, Debbie Bartels, Kim Moore, Jon North, Cliff Swenson, Jeanne
Boone, Vicki Black, Gary Black, Diane Riley, Joyce and Bob Emerson and Bill Budd.
Minutes of September General Meeting:  The Meeting minutes were approved as printed in the
bulletin.
Treasurer’'s Report : Charles Lindquist was not here, no report.
Correspondence :
There were 2 pieces of correspondence: Athank you for the club’s donation to the CFMS Endow-
ment Fund in memory of members Phillip Caldwell and Pearl Soto and a notice that there is a 7 gal-
lon barrel tumbler for sale. Information is on the club table.
Committee Reports
Membership: Jeanne Boone thanked Jon North for making the adjustments to the member-
ship application. They will be available at the show.
Newsletter: There will be copies available at the show.
Hospitality: Not here.
Federation: Camp Paradise will be in the Spring next year. Next month is the meeting in
Visalia and they will have elections.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels said that Cliff Swenson went to the Chinese Writing Rock field trip
that was local. Cliff reported that it was very wet weather but all got samples of the material.
It was very dark material. He knows where itis now and can take the club next season if any-
one wants to go. Terrysaid there will be a Mines and Geology trip in the Reno area over the
weekend of the 18" and 19" of October. The Roseville club will sponsor a trip to the Goldbug
and Old Priest mines. There will be a $15 admission and the flyers will be on the club table.
Next month is the Co-Op meeting in Jackson. Terry Bartels and Vicki and Gary Black will be
attending. It will be November 1% at 11:30 in Jackson. Over the Thanksgiving holiday, there
will be a Co-Op trip to Southem California. It will be the Travertine Onyx site, off Clay Mine
Rd and Boron and Cramer’s Corners. The Clubs involved are very strict about having your
dogs on leashes as they've had serious trouble in the past.
Historian: No report.
Show Chairman: Kim Moore said he would report at the General Meeting. He thanked
Joyce Emerson for all her efforts and said everything would be ready. Diane Riley still needs
a few things for the raffle.
Programs: There will be a video on Volcanoes tonight.
Old Business: Melba Sagaser and Diane Riley are the Chaimpersons for the Christmas party. It will
be held in the Grange on the December 2nd Meeting night at 6:00 pm. Everyone needs to bring
their favorite side dish, Melba and Jeanne Boone will take care of the turkeys .
New Business: Elections are coming up and we need volunteers for Treasurer, Secretary, and
Vice President/Program Chaimman.
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Bartels
Secretary, NCG&MS

9 Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
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Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society Minutes
General Membership Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2008

Meeting w as called to order by President Vicki Black: 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Present: 36 members and no guests: Welcome to all.

Sunshine : Happy to see Terry Bartels backw ith us andw e hear that Duane DeWitt is doing w ellw ith his

knee surgery and about to have another one next month.

Birthdays : Happy Birthday to all the October birthdays.

Program : A video on volcanoes w as the program tonight.

Raffle: A good time w as had again tonight with the raffle. Thanks to those members w ho brought items in

and thanks to Frank Rohleder for such a good job announcing the raffle.

Last month’s minutes stand as printed in the bullet in.

Committee Reports
Membership : Nothing at this time, Jeanne Boone will have applications and bulletins at the show .
Bulletin : No report — w ill have extra bulletins at the show .
Correspondence : Therew as a thank you for a donation to the CFMS Endow ment fund in memory of
members Phillip Caldw ell and Pearl Soto. And there w as an invitation for anyone interested in a 7 bar-
rel tumbler—a gallon each, for sale. See the ad in the bulletin.
Field Trips: Cliff Swensonwent on the Chinese writing rock trip last Saturday at Eagle Lakes Rd, and
said it was very wet, but everyone found some material. He didn't think the material w as all that good,
but he show ed us what he found. Therewiill be a series of Earth Science Field trips around the Reno
area, flyers are on the club table. There will be lots of different materials. On October 25, there will be
a Co-op trip with the Roseville club to Gold Bug and Old Priest Mines and will include some gold pan-
ning. See the flyer for more information. Then on November 1st there will be a Co-op meeting in
Jackson at the Round Table for anyone interested in going. Over Thanksgiving, there is a Co-op trip
to Southern California around Boron and 4 Corners for Palm Wood, agate and w onderful banded onyx
that is called Travertine onyx. The club will be very strict about having dogs on leashes as they've
had trouble in the past.
Hospitality: Melba Sagaser said everything is still fine, she’ll need more coffee for the show but all
the other supplies are ok.
Federation: Jon North spoke about the CMFS. The Paradise Camp is a great experience for anyone
who can take part in it. Jim Brow er reported about his experiences at the camp. He had a w onderful
time, the food w as great and he learned about w ire wrapping and other skills. He said they had cast-
ing, enameling, beading, faceting, silver-smithing and all the teachers w ere volunteers and great at
their craft. The price is going up $50 per w eek next year and you'll w ant to get your reservations in as
the spots go quickly and may not be available if youw ait. They are changing the camp to the 17-23¢
of May next year and can take about 75 people. You can go up daily if you live close enough, other-
wise, the accommodations are dorm style.
Show: Everything is coming along. Kimthanked Joyce for her wonderfulwork on publicity, on the
vendors and for taking care of so much. This will be our best show and thanks to all w ho are partici-
pating. The set-up on Friday will start at 8:00 am for men to set up tables and ladies at 9:00 to start
on the table covers. Anyone is w elcome to the Friday night dinner w hich starts at 5:00. Grinders is
doing the Friday night catering and w ill be the Food Concession. Kim does have a couple more mag-
netic signs for anyone who would like one to advertise. We have 18 dealers this year and even have
aw aiting list. One of the specialties will be the Cave Bear fossils and they will also bring a prehistoric
rhino.
Melba has filled all the grab bags this year, and if anyone has more material, please bring it to the
show. AW ays remember to collect a little for the grab bags. Thanks to all w ho donated this year’s
mater ial.
Treasurer’s Report: No report

Historian: No report.
(Minutes continued on page 11)
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(Minutes continued from page 10)

Old Business: The minutes w ere approved. The annual Christmas party w as discussed again, and Melba
Sagaser and Jeanne Boone w ill cook the turkeys. Everyone w ill bring a favorite side dish and w e’ll have a
great time again. The party will be held at the Grange on our December 2nd meeting night. Melba w ill deco-
rate. Anyone w illing to help, please contact Melba or Diane Riley.

Marty Caldw ell talked her non-profit event, “Treasures in a Bag.” It's a big fund raiser for her organization the
Lifetime Adoption Foundation, and the kids love it. She still needs some treasures donated by fellow Rock
Hounds. If anyone w ould like to contribute, it w ould be greatly appreciated.

New Business: The Club Picnic was such a success that the me mbership w ould like to have it at the same
place next year.. Anitaw ill check on it for next year.

Jon North is our w ebmaster and w e thank him again for all his contributions of time and effort. He does a
wonderful job. He says he’s adding the club application to the site and has the cave bear displayed to adver-
tise the show. If anyone has ideas aboutw hat they w ould like to see on the site, please contact Jon.

Vicki Black brought up elections. The club is supposed to vote in new officers in November and w e will need
a Treasurer, a Secretary, and a Vice President. Vicki will accept the Presidency again, and the Board of Di-
rectors seems to be covered. If no one volunteers, the club may disband. We cannot operate w ithout the of-
ficers, so please come forward to volunteer. The jobs are not hard, just take some time.

It w as suggested that some jobs might “job share.” If anyone is interested, please contact Vicki or Jon North.
Alan Boone volunteered for Treasurer, so that just leaves the Vice President/Program Director and the Secre-
tary.

An)i{[a is still selling raffle tickets for the show. PetSmart has a new small black light that is battery pow ered
and is in the cat section. Dan Chaplin asked that anyone interested in black lights contact himfirst to see if
the one you buy will do the trick.

Our junior member, Scott Lay, shared that he saw a National Geographic programon a giant crystal cave. I
will be show n again October 12t at 6:00 pm. Thank you!

Remember that w e need someone to take the garbage fromeach of the club meetings. If we share, no one
has to do it all the time.

Meeting was adjourned: 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Bartels,
Secretary, NCG&MS

s Fleld Trins

Contact your club’sfield trip leader for further inf ormation and revisions. CO-OP website also has information: www.ourfieldtrips.org

(Password is needed.)

- All non-CFMS members must hav e prodf of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy). These trips are open to
all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader and practice safe rock-
hounding.

Call thefield trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further inf ormation.
Remember to wear y our name badge and sign in with thefield trip leader.
of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site.

Nov. 1 CO-0P Quarterly Meeting, Amador Club to Host

Nov. 26 -29 Mojave/Boron, Clay Mine Rd. for palm w ood, agate petrified w ood & banded onyx
Mother Lode Mineral Society, Al Troglin.

Source: Field Trip Chairmen’s Association INFORMATION NOT TO BE REPRINTED
http:/Avww .ourfieldtrips.org Field Trip Information to be Kept Confidential
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November 1-2 2008, Concord, CA
Contra Costa Mineral & Gem Society
Centre Concord - 5298 Clayton Rd.
Clayton Fair Shopping Center
Hours: 10 - 5 both days

Sam Woolsey (925) 837-3287

Email: sdwools @earthlink.net
Website: www.ccmgs.org

November 1 - 2 2008, Ridgecrest, CA
Indian Wells Gem & Mineral Society
Desert Empire Fairgrounds,
Mesquite Hall

520 S. Richmond Rd.

Hours: 9-5 both days

John De Rosa (760) 375-7905

Vickie Black (760) 371-4416

November 1 - 2 2008, San Diego, CA
San Diego Mineral & Gem Society

Al Bahr Shrine Center

5440 Kearny Mesa Road

Hours: Sat. 9:30-5,Sun 104

Alva Whetton (619) 823-6787

November 7, 8,9 2008, Eureka, CA
Humboldt Gem & Mineral Society
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds

3750 Harris

Hours: Fri. 9-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5
Toni Tyson (707) 725-2890

Email: BLUII911@msn.com
Website: palmdalegems.org

November 8-9 2008, Lancaster, CA
Palmdale Gem & Mineral Society
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds

2551 W. Ave. H, Hwy 14

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

Susan Chaissin-Walblom (661) 94 3-
1861

Email: SLChaisson@yahoo.com
Website: palmdalegems.org

Source: CFMS Website:
http://www.cfmsinc.org/

November 8 - 9 2008, Yuba City, CA
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
"Festival of Gems"

Grace Franklin Hall

442 Franklin Avenue

Hours: Sat. 9-5;Sun.9-4

Cliff Swenson (530) 272-3752

Inez Berg (530) 633-4612

November 22-23 2008, Livermore, CA
Livermore Valley Lithophiles G & M Club
The BARN

3131 Padcific Ave. (East of Livermore Ave.)
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4

Elizabeth Myers (408) 897-3060

Website: www.lithophiles.org

November 22-23 2008, Oxnard, CA
Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society
Performing Arts Center

800 Hobson Way

Hours: Sat. 9 - 5, Sun. 10-4

Miriam Tetrault (805) 642-5779
E-mail: miriamtetreault@hotmail.com
Website: www.OGMS.net

December 6-7 2008, Barstow, CA
Mojave Gem & Mineral Society
Cora Hamper Community Center
841 S. Barstow Road

Hours: 10-5 Both Days

Gene Haines (760) 256-0595
E-mail: email@mdgms.org
Website: www.mdgms.org
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