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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings. You are welcome to attend any meeting.

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these

objectives:

for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and
$25.00 for families. For more information or
an application, contact Membership Chairman
Charles Lindquist. *Deduct $5.00 if you re-
ceive your newsletter via email*

to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.

to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.

to provide field trips to mineral localities.

to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF:
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS)
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS)

X4
[ socieres \/

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi  ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor.
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2008

Meeting called to order: by President Vicki Black at 6:03 p.m.
Members present: Vicki & Gary Black, Terry Bartels, Kim Moore, Jon North, Jeanne Boone, Bill Budd, Di-
anne Riley, Bob & Joyce Emerson.
Minutes of March Board Meeting:  The Board Meeting minutes were approved as written.
Treasurer's Report: : Account balances were read as submitted by Charles Lindquist via email.
Correspondence: Catalogue from 4lmprint plus a lunch cooler was received; the cooler will be placed on
the auction table.
Committee Reports
Membership: Jeanne Boone recognized as our new membership person.
Newsletter: Nothing to report.
Hospitality: Not here.
Federation: Jon North reported the CFMS needs competitive and other cases for the Federation
show in Ventura in June.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels noted the 4 field trips in April as listed in our club newsletter, plus the Land
Status seminar in Pittsburg on April 12.
Historian: No report.
Show Chairman: Kim Moore reported that the vendor contracts are being designed and sent out (all
spots have been filled). The show layout is being redesigned. Show flyers will now contain pictures,
including the new cave-bear exhibit. Joyce Emerson suggested we look into getting Bob Jones of the
“Gem & Mineral' magazine as a guest speaker at the show. The cost would be about $1,000, but
would increase attendance significantly, with two talks on Saturday and two on Sunday. We need to
work out the logistics to see if will be feasible. Also recommended was a snack bar at the show with
pre-packaged foods only, run by our club. Also maybe we should try a bigger food vendor with more
selections than the hot dog vendor we have had in the past. Also recommended was to change the
set-up dinner format, possibly to a potluck-type arrangement. Kim noted that our publicity will concen-
trate on newspapers, banners and signs with possibly less radio. Our total advertising budget is $700
for this year..
Programs: Dr. Susan Gleason for tonight with next month not yet determined.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Vicki Black mentioned that “Gold Country Jewelry” is asking for someone to do faceting for
them. We don't know of any club members currently doing faceting. Also, our old scholarship fund was
changed to be a donation to Sierra College this year. The college wants us to hold our donation until next
year when they will have more need for it. A new nature trail is planned to be built and the college suggested
that we could donate some large rocks that could be included as part of the trail.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Terry Bartels
Vice-President (acting Secretary) NCG&MS
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L % &' ( %' ¥ "Remember, we agreed. I'd carry the canned goods in
ar % , - if you'd carry the rocks out."

+ # by Ebners from Dust & Grit 2/00

via Golden Spike News 3/00
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Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society Minutes
General Membership Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2008

Meeting was called to order: by President, Vicki Black at 7:05 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Present: 39 members and 2 guests. Welcome and introduction of guests.
Program : Terry introduced new member Dr. Susan Gleason, Archeologist, who gave an excellent presenta-
tion about rocks used by Ancient Native Americans.
Adjourned for refreshments and raffle
Business meeting :
Birthdays : Happy Birthday to all the April birthdays.
Treasurer's Report : Account balances were reported (as emailed from Charles).
Correspondence: AFMS newsletter; catalogue from 4lmprint received, including a lunch cooler that will be
placed on the raffle table.
Committee Reports :
Membership : New members were welcomed (3 new membership applications were handed out after
the meeting adjourned).
Bulletin : no new updates.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels noted that April field trips / seminars were as listed in our club bulletin and
that flyers are available at front table.
Federation: Jon North reported that the CFMS Show is in Ventura June 27 — 29 and they are looking
for exhibitor cases, especially in the competitive category.
Camp Paradise is coming up, offering many classes in jewelry & lapidary, cost is $900/week, includes
meals, camp sites, everything; August 31 through September 6 and September 7 through September
13.
Link to CFMS website can be found on our club website: www.ncgms.org. Our website has more up-
dates and is looking good. Jon North would appreciate any recommendations for improvement.
Links will be added to many other sites, including our show vendors.
Show: Kim Moore gave update on the show, noting all vendor slots have been filled.
Historian: No report.
Sunshine : Mary Tucker reported that Cliff Swenson fell and hurt his back; both he and Tony Rully
(broken foot) would appreciate calls / visits.
Old Business: Sierra College scholarship, now a donation: Vicki Black reported that the college would pre-
fer us to hold our donation until next year when they will have more need for it. A new nature trail is planned
to be built and the college suggested that we could donate some large rocks that could be included as part of
the trail.
New Business: Vicki Black mentioned the July club picnic, will be discussed at a later time. A new library
book case will be built soon by Kim Moore and the Blacks. Juana Juvenal has volunteered to be our new
librarian — Thank you! Gold Country Jewelry is looking for someone to do occasional faceting for them, but
we don’t know of any club members that are currently faceting. Dan Chaplin asked the members for a show
of hands of those who would be interested in mineralogy. Dan is taking a class and would share his knowl-
edge if there were enough interest. There was general enthusiasm for him to do educational segments at
future meetings. It was then suggested that we make a list of member’s interests and skills: mineralogy, fos-
sils, lapidary, jewelry, faceting, knapping, tumbling, garden rocks, etc. A list will be put out next meeting and
then can then be published in the club bulletin.
Meeting adjourned: 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Terry Bartels
Vice-President (acting Secretary), NCG&MS
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President’s Message

N7
% by Vicki Black -‘—,‘;-\(-
4 SPRING IS HERE ! ! ! Y7

Boy, am | loving the warm weather and the spring
flowers.

What a great April program on Indian Stone Tools
and their uses. Thank you Dr. Susan Gleason for
sharing your knowledge with us.

Remember as you signin at the May meeting to
also put your name and phone number down on the
sheets of paper that have the categories of interest
to you. This way, you can make contact with people
who like the same part of our hobby as you do and
maybe get some help or give some advice.

The field trip to Fossil Hill near Lovelock, Nevada
was a great success. Thirteen members from our
club were there along with people from El Dorado,
San Francisco, Roseville and Sacramento. We had
nice weather Saturday and everyone found fossils.
Gary and | and our daughter and family, (new mem-
bers) Leslie and Dack and our two grand children
Jared and Jayden stayed over the weekend camping
at Rye Patch Res. We did some more rock hunting
on Sunday and woke up to SNOW Monday morning.
It was just a dusting and melted quickly but the sage-
brush hills covered in snow were a pretty sight.

As | write this message we have not gone on the
next trip on April 26™ but will report on it at the meet-
ing. We hope to have a good turnout and | know we
will have fun.

Our Library is up and running so be sure to check it
out and check out some books. A Big “THANK
YOU” to Kim Moore for building the book case and
to Juana Juvenal for being our librarian. Also thank
you to Ida Waterhouse for helping to get the books
sorted and put on the shelves.

We have a great field trip to the Fallon area this
month and also the Tri-Fed. Trip to Texas Springs
should be fun.
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Here's hoping by the time you read this, that both
Tony Rully and Cliff Swenson are recovering from
the falls they took. Tony fell off a ladder and broke
his foot and Cliff tripped on a show case at the end
of the bed and injured his tail bone. We miss seeing
you both at our meetings. Happy mending and
hurry back!
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When you read this in May, it will be just a few short weeks until our Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous
and Field Trip. We are looking forward to many of you joining us for this fun event. The weather should be
just right — springtime, the hills are still green and the wild flowers are in bloom. We are relying on the bulletin
editors and field trip chairmen to help get the word out about this unique adventure. The two-page Field Trip
flier is available on the AFMS, CFMS, NFMS and RMFMS web page. This flier has all the details about the
trip, directions to our campsite and other useful information.

There were two activities mentioned in the flier that | would like to explain in more detail. On Friday and Satur-
day afternoons we will conduct our Tailgate Displays. We will have rockhounds from all over the western
United States that | am sure have collected some unique and interesting material from their home area. Bring
along some specimens to show and share at the tailgate display. This will also be a good time to conduct the
“map exchange”. Map exchanges are easy — to get a map you have to give a map. Before you leave home
prepare a good, detailed map of a good, unique or little known collecting area that you are familiar with. The
map should be a detailed hand or computer drawn map with accurate mileages, GPS coordinates are very
desirable, and be sure to note collecting site details and campsites where appropriate. Bring along as many
maps as you would like to receive. | planto bring 100 copies of my map. | am sure there will be a lot of infor-
mal exchanges of collecting sites, GPS info, and sharing of great places to go and see.

This trip is open to members and guests of the Northwest, Rocky Mountain and California Federations of Min-
eralogical Societies, and all of the Federations of the AFMS. Everyone who agrees to adhere to the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Code of Ethics, abide by the direction of the field trip leaders, and prac-
tice safe rockhounding is welcome to attend.

Please notify your respective Federation leader early, but no later than May 16, if you plan to attend; e-mail
(or call) if you have questions or need more information. Don’'t wait — do it now. This will be a great opportu-
nity for rockhounds from all over the west, and all of the Federations of the AFMS, to meet one another, to
share stories, and information about collecting in their home areas. Be sure to bring material from your favor-
ite collecting sites to show and share.

Come join us for a great Tri-Federation Rendezvous of collecting, fun and fellowship.

Dick Parks Yonis Lone Eagle

Northwest Federation Rocky Mountain Federation
<packrats2@msn.com> <rockymountainrockhounds@yahoo.com>
360-892-3716 505-860-2455

Dick Pankey

California Federation
<dickpankey@juno.com>
925-439-7509

Source: April, 2008 AFMS Newsletter
http://www.amfed.org/news
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Household Products That Can Be Used As Rock Cleaner s
by Betsy Martin

Safety: Always use plastic containers, rubber or nitrile gloves, eye protection, good ventilation, and great care
when handling these products.

Zud or Barkeeper's Friend cleansers (contains oxalic acid) - Warm or hot solutions will remove iron
stains and are helpful with clay deposits. These cleaners can be used with a toothbrush on sturdy sur-
faces.

Toilet Cleaner (the hydrochloric acid type) - Dissolves calcite rapidly. After treating anything with an acid,
rinse very carefully and soak in ample fresh or distilled water for a while to leach out any acid remaining in
crystal seams and fractures. You can then follow up with a final soak in dilute Windex to neutralize re-
maining traces of acid.

Lime Away (dilute hydrochloric acid) - Dissolves calcite more slowly. Rinse as you would for other acid
treatments (see above).

Calgon - Dissolve this powdered water softener in water. Use for clay removal.

Vinegar (acetic acid), soda water , colas ( carbonic and phosphoric acids) - Will slowly etch out very deli-
cate fossils in limestone. Rinse as you would for other acids (see above)

Iron Out (iron stain and clay remover) - Mix with warm water and use with good ventilation. It will lose
strength if stored. Rinse with plain water.

Bleach - Dilute solutions of bleach can remove organic deposits and disinfect minerals collected in areas
used by livestock. Rinse with plain water.

Hydrogen peroxide - Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse with plain water.

Citric acid - Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse as above for acids.

Windex (with ammonia) - A good clay deposit remover and final surface cleanup. Works well in ultrasonic
cleaners. Rinse with plain water.

Distilled Water - Use to clean sensitive species and as a final soak after acid treatment.

Removing Thin Coatings: ge=
On moderately hard minerals — use toothpaste (a feldspar abrasive) and a toothbrush.
On hard minerals — use toothbrush with pumice powder and water.
On calcite (including bruised places) - quickly dip in vinegar or Lime Away and rinse thoroughly. Repeat.
Soak in plain water afterwards to leach any acid from cracks.

Cleaning Tools:
Toothpicks, seam ripper, bamboo sticks, sewing needles in a pin vise, old dental tools, old toothbrushes,
periodontal brushes, canned air, Exacto knife, single edge razor blades, cheap small stiff bristle brushes.

From The Franklin County Rockhounder , 5/07, via Rollin’ Rock 4/08, via Rockhound Rambling 4/08

Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology has a Publication Sales Web Site  thatin-  przgm—— 2w
cludes maps for sale. Inlooking at this site, there are certainly lots of maps available. ‘g A1l
Some maps you can view on line and others that are for sale show the map when you l':

\\\‘\__‘_ N
=\

\

‘\

click the “detail” feature on the site. They stock about 3,500 U.S. Geological Survey ;;‘,;;l l
topographic and geologic maps of Nevada and adjacent areas and a few publications Nevada': : ’;. |
from the U.S. Bureau of Mines, Nevada Petroleum Society and National Geographic. | arson City fo;;/"
R\ /Y 72"
: pila
You can order maps from the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology at ;;? !
http://www.nbmg.unr.edu/sales/bs.htm . Phone: 775-682-8766 "f;':i,,/f,l '
174
Z /". ;

Thanks to Florence Brady, Co-op Field Trip Coordinator, for passing along this useful
website in an email.
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This little story is about the search for the elusive and much valued “Holley Blue Agate”, the best source
being Holley, Oregon, according to a booklet by D.E. McMullen titled “Oregon Under Foot”. The date was
sometime in the late seventies. At that time, my wife Sammie and | traveled with a Jeep Wagoneer towing a
travel trailer.

| had read about these beautiful agates and since we were visiting relatives at a small town on the eastern
side of the Willamette Valley, this seemed like a good opportunity to do a little “rock hounding”. On the Ore-
gon map, it seemed that the town of “Holley” was near enough for an afternoon of exploring. It took a little
longer than expected to get there and we found that the town consisted of a service station and a grocery
store and not much else that we could see. There was a small creek nearby. Could those agates be found
there or do we have to dig somewhere else?

The service station seemed like a good place to gather information. Several people | questioned had never
heard of Holley Blue agates. Next stop was the grocery store. None of the store people had ever heard of
the agate for which the town was supposedly famous. Finally, one clerk pointed out a person pushing a gro-
cery cart, saying that Mr. Nixon, a local rancher might be able to give me some information.

It turned out that Mr. Nixon not only knew about Holley Blue agate but lived in the country adjoining the
source area of the agates. He said that it was a little hard to find the place but if | could wait until he finished
his grocery shopping, | could follow him home about five miles and then he could explain how to find the
place from there. We followed to his ranch.

After Mr. Nixon unloaded his groceries, he started to explain about driving up the road until | would see an
old orchard and a wide place by the road for parking. A trail head lead off into the forest and then | would
have to hike a considerable distance to reach the digging area. He explained that the agate in question was
found in thin seams and that it would be very unusual to find a piece large enough to cut into a stone as large
as the one in a belt buckle he was showing me. “But hey, | see you are driving a four wheel vehicle”, he com-
mented. Then added, “ Do you have an axe?” | answered that yes, | did have an axe. He went on to point
out a gate near his barn beyond which a jeep road led off into the forest. If | were willing to clear a few limbs
and small trees that had fallen on the road, it would take me to the end of the road near the digging site. Tak-
ing him up on his offer, we opened the gate and we headed off into the forest.

With Sammie driving, | walked ahead clearing the road of small wild cherry saplings that had likely been
bent down by winter snow; nothing larger than three or four inches in diameter. Coming into more open coun-
try, | took over driving, remembering to always go left whenever coming to a fork in the road. Mr. Nixon had
said that when coming to the end of the road, if | looked across the canyon, | would see a hillside that looked
as if giant gophers had been digging onit...and that’s the way it appeared.

Unfortunately, the road ending was surrounded on all sides by poison oak. Being extremely allergic to poi-
son oak, Sammie wouldn’t get out of the vehicle and wouldn't let her dog out either. | picked up my rock pick
hammer and found a trail to follow to the other side of the canyon. At the bottom of the canyon, a lush strand
of salmon berry brush overhung a moss covered half-rotten log where a tiny creek was crossed. One had to
stoop quite low while crossing through the brush tunnel.

Some of the digging on the hillside was fairly recent but some was done long enough in the past to become
overgrown with blackberry brambles and small brush. | found a spot where someone had been digging in a
bank of soapstone. | didn’t have the proper tools for this pick and shovel type digging. This soft soapstone
seeninroad cuts is completely different from the massive talc soapstone familiar to most rockhounds. This
soapstone, common in western Oregon where | grew up, soon disintegrates as it dries out in the open air.
Farther up the hill, | found a place where someone had done some serious digging. They had left a rather
neat trench about two feet wide and three or four feet deep. It was about thirty or forty feet long...a seam of
agate had apparently been completely dug out. With a couple of small samples of agate found in the debris
left from someone else’s digging, afternoon near it's end, and a wife and dog marooned in a patch of poison
oak...it was definitely time to leave this place.

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

Several years later at a tourist spot on the Oregon Coast, | came across a person selling various stones at a
tailgate stand at somewhat inflated prices. | saw some pieces that looked like Holley Blue agate. He said it
was Holley Blue and that it came from a remote place in the Cascade foothills owned by a timber company.

A special permit was required to enter the property and trespassers would be fined several thousand dollars

and thrown in jail.
The examples of Holley Blue that | am prepared to show came from a small jar that | bought in Quartzsite,

Arizona for ten bucks!
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May 2, 3 & 4 2008, Bishop, CA
Lone Pine Gem & Mineral Society
Tri County Fairgrounds

Sierra Street & Fair Drive

Hours: Fri. 6 p.m. - 10 p.m., Sat. 9:30 - 4;

Sun. 10 - 4:30
Jeff Lines (760) 937-4498

May 3-4 2008, Bakersfield, CA
Kern County Mineral Society
Ming Ave and P Street

Kern County Fairgrounds
Hours: 10-5 both days

Ismael Sanchez (661) 301-4609

May 3 - 4 2008, Anaheim, CA
Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
2271 W. Crescent Avenue

Hours: 10 - 4:30 both days

Betty Nelson (714) 530-1365
Email betty@azteche.com
Website: www.searchersrocks.org

May 10-11 2008, Reno, NV
Reno Gem & Mineral Society
Reno Livestock Events Center
1350 N. Wells Ave.

Hours: Sat. 10 -5; Sun. 10 - 4
John Peterson (775) 356-8820
Website: www.renorockclub.com

May 17-18 2008, Yucaipa, CA
Yucaipa Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Yucaipa Community Center

34900 Oak Glen Road

Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 -4

Bill Jochimsen (909) 790-1475

Email: bjim2285@aol.com

Website: /www.mysite.verizon.net/
YucaipaGem/103.html

May 17 - 18 2008, Newbury Park, CA
Conejo Valley Gem & Mineral Club
Bochard Park

190 Reino Rd., Newbury Park, CA
Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4:30
Robert Sankovich (805) 494-7734
Email: rmsorca@adelphia.net
Website: www.cgmac.org

May 31 - June 1 2008, Glendora, CA
Glendora Gems

859 E. Sierra Madre

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10 - 4
Bonnie Bidwell (626) 963-4638
Email: YBidwell2@aol.com

May 31 - June 1 2008, Woodland Hills, CA
Rockatomics Gem & Mineral Society
Pierce College

Victory and Mason

Hours: 10 - 5 both days

Louise Gerik (818) 347-1234

Website: rockatomics.com

June 7-8 2008, La Habra, CA

North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society
La Habra Community Center

101 W. La Habra Blivd.

Hours: 9 - 5 both days

Don Warthen (626) 330-8974

Email: warthen@earthlink.net

Website: hocgms.com

June 27, 28, 29 2008, Ventura, CA

California Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Ventura County Fairgrounds

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Bural LaRue (909) 874-5664

Email: bplarue@earthlink.net

July 12-13 2008, Culver City, CA

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club

Culver City Veteran's Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10 -5

Website: CulverCityRocks.org

Phone: (310) 391-8429

Email: maryellenandrick@aol.com

11 Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
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Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions. CO-OP website also has informa-
tion: www.ourfieldtrips.org (Password is needed.)

All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy).
These trips are open to all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of
the field trip leader and practice safe rockhounding.

Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information.

Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader.

A Consent and Assumption of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site.

SCHEDULE FOR TRIPS

May 4 CO-OP Quarterly Meeting, at Snyder's Pow Wow, El Dorado to set up tent

May 17, 18 Fairview, NV for agate, geodes, wonderstone. Nevada Co. Gem & Mineral Society,

May 21 — 26 Texas Springs, NV for pink agate limb casts, agate, petrified wood.
Tri Federation, Dick Pankey

May 24, 25, 26 TBA Memorial Weekend TBA

June 6 -7 Virgin Valley, Nevada for opal and Oregon for sunstones. El Dorado Gem & Mineral
Society, Fred Ott

June 7-8 Virgin Valley, NV for Precious opal, petrified wood, occasionally other fossils
NBFT - Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society, Dean or Karen Weider

June 7-19 Fallon, NV; McDermitt, NV; Lake View, OR; Davis Creek, CA for rhyolite, agate, petri-
fied wood, fossils, picture jasper, rainbow obsidian, sunstone and other. Mother Lode
Mineral Society, Al Trogin

June 14 Spider Mine west of Red Bluff, CA for rhodonite obtained from this site, is excellent and
well worth the easy drive on good roads. NBFT - San Francisco Gem & Mineral Soci-
ety, Heinz Dreier

June 16 - 19 Virgin Valley for Opal, Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Society, Jim Dunlap.

Source: Field Trip Chairmen’s Association INFORMATION NOT TO BE REPRINTED

http://www.ourfieldtrips.org Field Trip Information to be kept confidential
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