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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings

The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings. You are welcome to attend any meeting.

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building

11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and
$25.00 for families. For more information or
an application, contact Membership Chairman
Jeanne Boone. *Deduct $5.00 if you receive

your newsletter via email*

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these 0 bjectives:
to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.
to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.
to provide field trips to mineral localities.

to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF: /8
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS) & ’%%
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS) 9

SOCIETIES

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE

Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi

ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes
June 3, 2008

Meeting called to order by President Vicki Black at 6:10 p.m.
Members present : Vicki Black, Gary Black, Terry Bartels, Debbie Bartels, Kim Moore, Jon North, Jeanne
Boone, Bill Budd, and Cliff Swenson.
Minutes of May Board Meeting:  not reported
Treasurer's Report : Charles is on vacation. No report was available.
Correspondence : Cindy Dvoracek emailed a nice note to thank the club for the welcome and the blurb in
the bulletin.
Committee Reports :
Membership: Jeanne Boone stated that we had one new membership application, Vinaya Siff. He
was unanimously approved. Jeanne said there were no corrections or updates to the membership list
she had available last meeting and she hopes every thing is correct as noted.
Newsletter: Nothing new to report.
Hospitality: no report.
Federation: Jon North: Nothing much to report but the show in Ventura. He’s going and attending
some functions there. Jeanne said she would try to get to the bulletin breakfast as well. Jon said he
has the form for Camp Paradise available at the meeting or it is also online on the Federation website.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels: Terry talked about the trip to Fairview and Fallon areas. He told us that
we had 18 people attend, 11 of which were our club members, the rest from Calaveras, Santa Clara,
and Paradise. He told the club that the Wonderstone Mountain that has been available to rockhounds
for years has now been claimed. He spoke to the owners though and they said the mountain would
be open to rockhounds always. They had moved a lot of rock into piles and it was very easy to pick
and choose what one wanted to collect. He also told us of the trip after the trip, where the Blacks and
Bartels meandered throughout Northeastern Nevada and collected some wonderful wood specimens
from Willow Creek. They were forced by the high winds to abandon the plans to join the Federation
trip at Jackpot. He brought some pictures to share. Frank and Reba Rohleder did attend the trip to
Jackpot and had a wonderful time. The weather was all over the board with winds, rain, sun, and hail.
Historian: No report.
Show Chairman: ClIiff requested that the contact information be changed from him to Kim Moore for
both the show and the general club contact. Everything is rolling along. Cliff is taking care of the dem-
onstrators and that’s coming along as well.
Programs: no report tonight.
Old Business:  The picnic is set for July 12™ at the North Star Mining Museum from 2 to 6. It will be a pot-
luck. There will be several barbeques available for cooking meat..
New Business: Ida Waterhouse suggested that we re-vamp the club’s book on Nevada County rockhound-
ing, making it bigger and including something about gold-panning and fossil hunting. The cost would be ap-
proximately $1800 for a 1000 copies. The Board felt this would be too much money since some of the addi-
tions might have been copy written and could be a legal issue. Diane is already re-vamping the book to put
in some additions. It was discussed, moved, seconded and passed that we would go with what is already put
together. It's a smaller book, more affordable, and we would only print a few hundred copies. Thank you Ida,
but there are too many factors at this point that would prohibit this adjustment. Jon will print the smaller book
and charge only what it costs him to print it.
On another note, Vicki would like to have a thank you note written to Ruth Rondoni for all the selfless work
she has done over the years to hand sew all the bags for the grab bags for the Annual Show. She is 93 and
only her eyesight is preventing her from continuing to prepare our bags. She has 165 done for us this year
but we need more for the show. We will need some volunteers to finish the job.
Jon will get some badges made up for the Board members.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debbie Bartels
Secretary, NCG&MS
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Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society Minutes
General Membership Meeting Minutes
June 3, 2008
Meeting was called to order: 7:10 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance
Present: 43 members and 4 guests:Welcome and introduction of guests. Welcome Karen Ostergard, Don
Russell, Tony Charleton and Todd Lawson.
Sunshine : It was good to see Tony Rully back with us. Bill Budd goes in for surgery this month—we wish
him well.
Birthdays : Happy Birthday to all the June birthdays.
Program : Terry introduced El Dorado club member Tony Charlton who gave a wonderful projected presenta-
tion on microscopic crystals. There were many amazing specimens. It opened a whole new world for us to
see when you compared the specimens in person and on screen.
Adjourned for refreshments and raffle: Ida Waterhouse brought in some specimens she has collected this
year and she shared with all. Thank you, Ida. She requested other member’s help with identifying some of
her collection. Reba Rohleder received a piece of dinosaur bone for helping someone with their trailer on the
Federation trip and she and Frank displayed a little of what they found while participating in that trip. They
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Business meeting :
The minutes from the previous meeting stand approved as printed.
Treasurer’'s Report : Charles is on vacation in Amsterdam so no Treasurer’s report.
Correspondence: There was an email from Cindy Dvoracek that thanked the club for the welcome last
month and the nice blurb in the newsletter.
Committee Reports :
Membership : New member Vinaya Siff was welcomed. Also, welcome back Tipp Ruth who is a past
member that has returned to us. Jeanne announced she did not receive any corrections to the mem-
bership list last meeting, so everything stands as printed for now.
Bulletin : Jeanne said that anyone who would like to contribute and article, pictures, or reminiscence
about a favorite rock trip—anything that would be of interest to the rest of the club, please submit it to
her and she’ll include it in the newsletter.
Field Trips: Terry Bartels: Said that our Co-op trip to Fairview and Wonderstone Mountain was lots
of fun. We had 18 people participate and they all seemed to have a great time and to collect some
great specimens. He displayed some of the collected materials and some pictures then again invited
everyone to take part in the fun part of our hobby—the field trips. He also told us that the Bartels and
the Blacks continued the trip, meandering Northeast to that part of Nevada and collected some fine
petrified wood from Willow Creek. They intended to continue on to the Federation trip, but ferocious
winds caused a change in plans. Terry also told the club that Wonderstone Mountain is now under
claim, but that the owner, a rockhound himself, would always keep it open for fellow rockhounds.
They had taken down part of the mountain and had piles of material that we could pick through. All
sizes and colors—and it was a great opportunity to collect some lovely rocks. The June trips that are
available were on the Club table, though the 12 day trip has been cancelled. lda Waterhouse is famil-
iar with the Stifle claim and will take people there if they wish.
Federation: Jon North: CFMS Show and elections is in Ventura June 27 — 29; Camp Paradise is
coming up, offering many classes in jewelry & lapidary, cost is $300/week, includes meals, camp
sites, everything; August 31 through Sept. 6, and Sept. 7 through Sept. 13.
Show: Kim Moore gave update on the show. Publicity is coming along and he’s getting ready to order
signs for the show. Jon is in charge of exhibitor cases and invited members to let him know if they
wished to participate. He will be sending out case applications soon. If anyone needs a little coaching
or would like some help with their case, he graciously volunteered to help. Ruth Rondoni, the lady
who has been making our bags by hand for the grab bags, has stated that she regrets that she can no
longer see well enough to make them. She has been making at least 300 bags each year. We thank
her very much for her contribution. Vicki asked for some volunteers to help sew the remainder of bags
for this year. Melba, Reba, and Carolyn offered their assistance. Just a reminder—when you go out
(Continued on page 5)
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(Meeting Minutes continued from page 4)

collecting, get a little extra to bring in for the grab bags.
Historian: no report.
Old Business: The picnic is July 12 from 2-6 at the North Star Mining Museum. It will be a potluck. A thank
you went out to Melba and crew again for consistently great refreshments. Melba did mention that we need
someone to take the trash each month.
New Business: none mentioned.
Meeting adjourned: 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Debbie Bartels

President’'s Message
by Vicki Black

Picnic Time! I'm looking forward to our Club Picnic on Saturday, July 12th from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the
North Star Mining Museum in Grass Valley. It's always a good time to enjoy fellowship with your rock hound-
ing friends.

| have already put to good use the list of club members who have like interests that was published in the June
newsletter. The other day while showing my rock saw to my son in law, Dack, | came across my fathers old
rock tumbler. | had forgotten | had it and it hadn’t been used for several years. Dack pulled it out and looking
at it and thought it must still have rocks in it. He opened up the barrel and discovered it full of rocks, grit and
water. We washed off the rocks and found that we had a bunch of petrified wood and agates. They were
pretty and smooth but as they dried they were no longer shiny. What to do now? Dack asked me some
guestions. He wanted to know if they were ready for the more polishing ? He also wanted to know how long
did the rocks need to tumble and how much water and grit do you put in the barrel? | had no answers! My
dad always ran the tumbler and | had just collected the rocks and enjoyed the finished product. Hmm! Who
could | get to help me out? | checked the list of names and called Terry Bartels who came to the rescue. He
came over and helped me get the tumbler going again with the correct grit and amount of water. He told me
all the information | needed so | would be able to achieve the beautiful results my dad always did. What a
great help he was and what a good idea to have the list of names available to us as a resource.

See you at the annual Picnic.
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July Birthstone:  There’s no better way to demonstrate your love than by giving a ruby in cele-
bration of a July birthday. Rubies arouse the senses, stir the imagination, and are said to guar-
antee health, wisdom, wealth and success in love. Ruby is a variety of the gems species corun-
dum. It is harder than any natural gemstone except diamond, which means a ruby is durable
enough for everyday wear. Fine-quality ruby is extremely rare, and the color of the gem is most
important to its value. The most prized color is a medium or medium dark vivid red or slightly

purplish red. WWw,americangemsociety.org
Returning Member: New Member:
Tip Ruth Vinaya Siff
Interests: Interests: Jul'11 - Todd Lawson
Art, pottery , wood Vinaya has worked Jul 15 — Lori Woodhall
carving and being a do- | |with crystals for more Jul 17 — Gary Black
cent at Empire Mine.. than 30 years as a col- Jul 18 — Cliff Swenson
Tip has raised five chil- lector, healer and lapi- Jul 21 — John Oakie
dren and enjoys being a | |dary artist. He moved Jul 23 — Bill Budd
grandfather. to Nevada County from Jul 23 — Jim Evans
Hawail. Jul 25 — Shirley Beyer
Jul 26 — Vickie Black
Jul 31 — Frank Beyer
Member Update: New Members:
Mardie Caldwell Todd & Kristy
Larson
Interests: Interests:
Speaker, authorand | | Traveling, music, geneal-
) Todd would like to intro-
Mardie was left off duce his 4 year old son,
the Membership list Jake, to the rock collect-
handed out in June. ing hobby that he enjoyed It was good to see Tony Rully return to our June
Sorry Mardie! as a child meeting. He seems to be recovering from his fall
. from a ladder. Welcome back, Tony.

We hope that Bill Budd is recovering nicely from his
surgery he had on June 17th. Speedy recovery
and hurry back to our club, Bill.

July Calendar

*
July 1 No Board Meeting 6:00 pm %

July 1 No Meeting 6:00 pm ( ' 5
July 4 Independence Day * )& 3 &
July 12 Club Picnic 2:00 - 6:00 pm /=

July 20 Newsletter items for July due x ') *
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Be SaAFe — BE WELL

TrAaCK WALKING
by Don Monroe, Safety Chair, AFMS

Do not let your kids or grandkids read this article!

When | was young (late Elementary or early High School) | did a lot of track walking. We lived about 4 miles
out of town and for me the easiest way to get there was to walk the railroad. The only real hazard was the
trestle over the river which had no walk way, just cross ties. The drop to the river was about 40 feet so we al-
ways stopped before going across and put an ear to the rail so that we could hear an approaching train be-
fore we ran across. At that time most of the trains were steam powered and quite noisy. These days, the tres-
tle would be much more dangerous.

Why did we do this? Well, it cut at least a mile out of the walk and gave us the opportunity to find all sorts of
objects, mostly metal, that fell off the trains. It was also safer that swimming across the river because my
mother always knew when she would tousle my hair and that brought on corporal punishment. | deserved it.

Over recent years, | have resumed track walking. Do you know how many good things such as tomahawks
and knives that can be forged from the high carbon steel variety of spikes plus any pieces of broken rail can
make a great anvil? Other good things scattered along the track include an endless variety of metal scrap.
Before you point it out, | already know that | am a scavenger and can never pass up nuts, bolts, screws and
the like. Since | once worked for the railroad, | know (and have been told recently) that small quantities of
scrap are of no concern to them if you don’t go on private property or in dangerous areas. We still spend
some time in Birmingham and the city is full of grade crossings. You can literally walk down the streets in the
older industrial parts of town and pick up enough small pieces of steel to keep your forge busy.

O.k. you are not into metal working or forging but how about cabochons, or specimens or even gold. If you
persist in walking along with your nose in the air, several things can happen. First, folks will think you are a
snob and, second, you may trip and fall over something. Last, you will miss good things along the path. | am
not a super geologist or gemologist but even | can spot quartz crystals or even a raw sapphire or ruby. It may
not be a good one but the price is right. Last week | found a really neat cloudy quartz specimen in my drive-
way and | already know how | am going to shape, polish and use it.

Do you know that it is said that gold can be found in every state in our nation and it is yours for the effort? |
am writing this from Sanibel Island, Florida where we are attending a fund raiser for a non-profit school. The
beaches are a treasure and a metal detector is nice but not necessary. Get out and look around because, if
nothing else, you may need the exercise.

m Library Reminder

If you check out a book or other media from
our lending library...please remember it’'s im-

Source June/July, 2008 AFMS Newsletter
http://www.amfed.org/news

portant to return it too. Our new librarians, Special thanks to Ida Waterhouse for all her research on

Juana Juvenal and Ida Waterhouse, would ways to improve our “Nevada County Rockhounding”

appreciate it! booklet. She also brought in copies of articles that she
thought members would like to have for their use as well

Thanks to Juana and Ida and all the others as many rock and mineral specimens for us to see.

who have worked to put the library in order.

Also, thanks to Kim Moore who built the won- Thanks also to Melba Sagaser and her crew who set up

derful cabinet to house the library. the refreshments & drinks each meeting.
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Recommendation from Frank Monez:
to subscribe to the BLM newsletter, go to: www.new  sbytes.com.

by Frank Monez, CFMS June Newsletter

"Geology and mining history field trips"

(BLM-California, Bakersfield Field Office) The Bureau of Land Management and Buena Vista Museum of
Natural History have initiated a program of earth science field trips to points of mineralogic, geologic, pale-
ontologic and historic interest throughout central California. These trips are designed for persons of high
school age and older." Dr. Gregg Wilkerson has led many of these tours, and more are scheduled. Reser-
vations are required. http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/bakersfield/Programs/geology/fieldtrips.html

July 13, 2008: Santa Maria-Carrizo Plain-Cuyama Vall ey

This trip starts in Santa Maria and investigates the geology of the Santa Margarita Lake region including the
Rinconada and La Panza mining districts. The tour continues on Highway 58 to the Carrizo Plains for a look
at the San Andreas Fault. The tour ends with a private showing of the Luis Bonilla Ranchero and Una Hal-
ford Chumash artifact collection in New Cuyama.

October 13-15, 2008: Mother Lode lll: Northern Mine s

This 3-day field conference looks at the structure, stratigraphy and geologic history of the Northern Mines of
the Mother Lode in Sierra and Plumas Counties. Friday's trip in Grass Valley will explore the North Star
Power house and Empire Mine. Saturday, we journey to Edward’s Crossing, Malikoff Diggings, Forest Hill,
Downieville, and the Kentucky Mine. We end Saturday in Quincy. Sunday's trip will be from Quincy to the
Walker Basin. We will go through Taylorsville, see the Engles mine and other mines of the Walker Basin.

The program ends in Portola.
Source: CFMS June. 2008 Newsletter

http://www.cfmsinc.org/
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July 12-13 2008, Culver City, CA

Culver City Rock & Mineral Club

Culver City Veteran's Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10-5

Website: CulverCityRocks.org

Phone: (310) 391-8429

Email: maryellenandrick@aol.com

September 27-28 2008, Monterey, CA
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society
Monterey Fairgrounds

2004 Fairgrounds Rd.

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 -5

Sky Paston (831) 417-7477

Email: sky@familystones.net
Website: www.cvgms.org

August 1, 2 & 3 2008, Nipomo, CA
Orcutt Mineral Society

St. Joseph Church

298 S. Thompson Ave.

Hours: 10 - 5 daily

Wes Lingerfelt (805) 710-1983
E-mail Rocks4u@proigy.net
Webpage: http://www.omsinc.org

September 27-28 2008, Stockton, CA
Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Club
Scottish Rite Masonic Center

33 West Alpine Ave.

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10-4

Nettie Meissner (209) 858-2263
E-mail:footseyl@yahoo.com

October 5 2008, Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society
"Fall Festival of Gems"

FGMS Museum

123 W. Alvarado

Hours: 10 - 4

Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130
Diane Tjepkes (780) 468-8028

August 2 - 3 2008, San Francisco, CA
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society
San Francisco County Fair Bldg

Ninth Ave. & Lincoln Way

Hours: Sat. 10-6 Sun 10-5

Ellen Nott (415) 564-4230

August 29 - Sept. 1 2008, Fort Bragg, CA
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society
Town Hall, Main & Laural

Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-6; Mon. 10-4

Don McDonell (707) 964-3116

E-mail ejwebb@mcn.org

October 11-12 2008, Grass Valley, CA
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
"Earth's Treasures"

Nevada County Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road

Hours: 10 - 5 both days

Kim Moore (530) 470-0388

Email: Kmoorel60@comcast.net

Wear your NCG&MS
vest, t-shirt or hat when
you go to other clubs shows!

August 29 - Sept. 1 2008, Fort Bragg, CA
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society
Town Hall, Main & Laural

Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-6; Mon. 10-4

Don McDonell (707) 964-3116

E-mail ejwebb@mcn.org

September 13-14 2008, Downey, CA
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society
Woman’s Club of Downey

9813 Paramount Blvd

Source: CFMS Website:
http://www.cfmsinc.org/

Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 -4
Guynell Miller (562) 633-0614
Email : guynellallen@sbcglobal.net

rY)
. « C0 o

September 25-28 2008, San Bernardino CA
Orange Belt Mineral Society, Inc.

Western Region Little League Ball Park
6707 Little League Dr.

Hours: 9 a.m. - Dusk each day

Emma Rose Couveau (951) 288-6182

©EO0ZT® Vag)y GEMO
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&g 3008 FIELD TRIPs

Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions. CO-OP website also has information:

www.ourfieldtrips.org (Password is needed.)

- All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy). These trips
are open to all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader
and practice safe rockhounding.

Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information.
Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader.

A Consent and Assumption of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site.

No Field Trips Scheduled for July
Aug. 17

Aug. 30 - Sept. 1

No Field Trips Scheduled for Sept

CO-OP QUARTERLY MEETING, Sutter Club to Host

Austin, NV, El Dorado Mineral & Gem Society, Barbara Terrill

Oct. 4 Location to be Determined, Sun City Lincoln Hills Gem & Mineral Society, Ron Claw
son
Nov. 1 CO-OP QUARTERLY MEETING, Amador Club to Host

Thanksgiving Week Location to be Determined, Mother Lode Mineral Society, Al Trogin,

No Field Trips Scheduled for December

Source: Field Trip Chairmen’s Association
http://www.ourfieldtrips.org

INFORMATION NOT TO BE REPRINTED
Field Trip Information to be kept confidential

HELP NEEDED: An email from member Mardie Caldwell asks for
club members help in a non profit fundraiser. If you can spare some
time to help, contact her for more information

My non profit organization is having a fund raiser - gold panning and
gem hunting (we have seeded concentrates and seeded soil with
gems in it) on July 12, Aug 23-24, Sept. 13-14, Oct. 11-12, Nov. 1-
2 and need to get just a few volunteers each day that would be will-
ing to help the kids pan and get them excited about rocks and gold
and being outside- not hard to do. This will be at my ranch in Penn
Valley/Rough & Ready.

On June 28th, at the Nevada City Framers Market, we will have a
booth and use this as a teaser for the fund raiser. We will need 2 or
3 volunteers from 8 am to noon to help.

Your Editor Needs Your Help
My husband and | will have to miss
the Club Picnic due to babysitting for
our three granddaughters in Chandler,
Arizona. A nice cool place!!!

| would appreciate it if someone could

take some pictures at the picnic and

email them to me for the August

newsletter. If you want to also write a

little blurb, that would be great, too.
N\

—_—;
/g

(\U

Thanks, Jeanne Boone
NCG&MS News Editor
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