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                    2008 ELECTED OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT       Vicki Black   
VICE PRESIDENT       Terry Bartels  
SECRETARY        Debbie Bartels   
TREASURER        Charles Lindquist   
DIRECTORS       Cliff Swenson    
          Kim Moore   
          Gary Black 
      
            2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
FEDERATION DIRECTOR     Jonathan North  
FIELD TRIP DIRECTORS       Terry Bartels  
      Tony Kampitch   
      Vicki Black  
HISTORIAN      Pat Breedlove   
HOSPITALITY      Melba Sagaser  
LIBRARIAN      Juana Juvenal  
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN     Ida Waterhouse  
MEMBERSHIP      Jeanne Boone  
PARLIAMENTARIAN      Bill Budd      
CLUB PICNIC      Anita Wald-Tuttle  
PROGRAM       Terry Bartels  
PUBLICITY      Robert & Joyce Emerson      
          Kim Moore   
REFRESHMENTS        Birthday Honorees 
SHOW CHAIRMAN        Kim Moore   
SHOW CHAIRMAN, ASSISTANT      Marty Patton  
SHOW DEALER CHAIRMAN      Joyce Emerson  
SUNSHINE       Mary Tucker   
NEWSLETTER EDITOR       Jeanne Boone 
WEBMASTER       

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings 
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions.  The membership is informed 
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings.  You are welcome to attend any meeting.  

Executive Committee Meeting:   
First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
Golden Empire Grange Building  
11363 Grange Ct.,  Grass Valley 

General Membership Meeting:  
First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.  
Golden Empire Grange Building 
11363 Grange Ct.,  Grass Valley 
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Membership Dues:  Yearly membership dues 
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and 
$25.00 for families.  For more information or 
an application, contact Membership Chairman 
Jeanne Boone at (530) 268-8857.  *Deduct 
$5.00 if you receive your newsletter via email*   

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.   
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE 

 
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor.  
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NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these objectives: 
¨ to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils. 
¨ to encourage the collection of minerals and gems. 
¨ to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts. 
¨ to provide field trips to mineral localities. 
¨ to promote good fellowship, education and recreation. 

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF: 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS) 

CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS) 



 

Official Monthly Publication of the Nevada County G em & Mineral Society 

Volume 42,  Number 12                       Nevada City - Grass Valley, California                    December, 2008 

President’s Message 
by Vicki Black 

 
Here we are at the end of another good year of rock-
hounding.  I want to thank this years officers and 
committee chairmen for an outstanding job this year.  
You’re a great group who helped make 2008 so suc-
cessful for our club.  
 
I look forward to working with the incoming and con-
tinuing officers and committee chairmen for 2009.  
We appreciate you being part of our team. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our Christmas 
party.   

 
 
 
What:  Christmas Potluck 
Where:  Golden Empire Grange 
When:  Tuesday, December 2nd 
Time:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert  to feed about 10 
people.  The club will provide turkey, ham, drinks, 
place settings and all the trimmings. 
 
If you would like to participate in the gift exchange, 
bring a wrapped gift (under $10 or so).   The gift 
should be suitable for either sex.  We’ll play “pass 
the present” to the reading of “A Night Before Christ-
mas”. 

December Calendar 
 

December 2  No Board Meeting 
December 2  Christmas Potluck 
December 20  Newsletter Items Due 
December 21  First Day of Winter 
December 22  Chanukah 
December 24  Christmas Eve 
December 25  Christmas  
December 26  Kwanzaa 
December 31  New Years Eve

Dec 06 – Julie-Anne Lay 
Dec 12 -  Jim Brower 
Dec 14 -- Patrick Hurley 
Dec 18 – Roy McDowell 
Dec 19 – Anna Woodhall 
Dec 20 – Karen Rynberg 
Dec 21 – Gerry King 
Dec 26 – Linda Chaplin  
Dec 28 – Marty Patton 
Dec 31 – Ann Hinshelwood 

 
 
 

 
Vicki Black reported that Ida Waterhouse left a 
message on her answering machine that she has 
been very ill and is now in Spring Hill Manor nurs-
ing home.  We’ll pass on more information on her 
condition when we are able to talk to her.  Our 
prayers and thoughts go out to her and we hope 
she will so be doing better soon.  
 
Mary Tucker is our Sunshine reporter.  Mary would 
like any news you would like to share with our 
members reported to her by calling or you can also 
contact Jeanne Boone, editor. 
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Dues are due by January 1st, and must be paid 
no later than March 1st to remain a member in 
good standing and be listed in the 2009 Mem-
bership Roster. 
 
�  Individual membership is $20.00 per year        
�  Family membership is only $25.00 per year 
        
Deduct $5.00 if you receive your newsletter via 
email. (High speed internet is advised for email) 
 
Send your payment to: 
  
 Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 
 Attn: Membership Chairman 
 P.O. Box 565 
 Nevada City, CA 95959-0565 
 
You can also bring your Membership application 
to a meeting and give it to the Membership 
Chairman, Jeanne Boone. 

2009 Membership Dues 
 

Please provide the following information along with 
the appropriate dues payment: 
 
Name(s) __________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________ 
 
City: __________________ Zip Code: __________ 
 
Phone: (         )  __ __ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
*Email Address:____________________________ 
 
*A high speed internet connection is advised to 
receive the newsletter by email. 
 
Type membership (check one) 
Single _______ ($20.00)  Family ______ ($25.00) 
 
Deduct $5.00 if you receive your newsletter via ema il. 

Your dues help pay for the cost 
of your monthly newsletter, club 
insurance and other expenses 
such as the picnic rental costs. 

Krystin Rohleder 

Kaytlin Rohleder 

Jillian Rohleder 

These are additional photos of Frank and Reba 
Rohleder’s grandchildren working at the “Kids Cor-
ner” during our 2008 “Earth’s Treasures” show.  
Thanks to Jonathan North for taking and submitting 
these photos of the girls who did a wonderful job 
working many hours at the show. 
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Rock & Gem now our “Official” Magazine! 
by Shirley Leeson, AFMS Past President 

 
I’m delighted to share some exciting news with all of you. The AFMS Officers and Directors have selected 
“Rock & Gem” Magazine as the official magazine of the American Federation!  “Rock & Gem” is published by 
Miller Magazines and our own International Relations Chair, Bob Jones is its Senior Editor. He and his “boss” 
Lynne Varon, Managing Editor of the magazine have been actively promoting the AFMS and several of its 
activities for the past year and plan to continue doing so in years to come.  
 
 “Rock & Gem” is the last of the true “rockhound” magazine now that Lapidary Journal has been morphed into 
“Jewelry Arts/Lapidary Journal”. “Mineralogical Record and Rocks & Minerals” of course continue as out-
standing publications, but their focus is on minerals, not on rockhounds. 
 
 Each issue of “Rock & Gem” contains articles on field trips, minerals, projects and a series of kids activities.  
The November issue includes an editorial by Lynne Varon entitled “Find Your Voice” touting the AFMS Con-
servation & Legislation program, plus information about our efforts to get the U.S. Postal Service to produce a 
series of commemorative stamps featuring birthstones and an early plug for the AFMS 2009 Convention in 
Billings, MT by Bob Jones. 
 
If you’re not already a subscriber, and thus a supporter of the magazine, you can easily get information by 
visiting their website : www.rockngem.com or by calling them at 760-291-1549. 
 
Not yet had the opportunity of meeting our International Relations Chair Bob Jones? He’s always at the club 
show in Tucson each February, the Denver Show each September, the Springfield show each August in West 
Springfield, MA and many, many local club shows. He’s also scheduled to be the speaker at the EFMLS Wil-
dacres Workshop in 2010. 
 
Our association with “Rock & Gem” can truly be a symbiotic relationship - we subscribe and the magazine 
supports the efforts of the American Federation and our local clubs. 
 
 
Source:  AMFS Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Newsletter                             website:  http:/www.amfed.ort/news/n2008 
 

   
 

  
  
 
 
 
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society welcomes     
    these new members to our club: 
  

 
 Krista Faciana & Fred Friedli 

 Nevada City, CA   
New Junior Member & Her Family 

Raquel Musa   
Richard, Lisa, Rick, Jack & Jordyn Musa 

Nevada City, CA  
 

THANK YOU AMFS 
 

I would like to thank the American Federation of Min-
eralogical Societies for the package I recently I re-
ceived in the mail in October after their annual con-
vention. 
   
Our bulletin, “Rock Writings”, was awarded second 
place out of eight places for the competition  “New 
Bulletin Editors”.   
 
I received a beautiful wooden plaque, a pin and a 
certificate along with a nice letter. 
 
I appreciate the honor and I thank the committee for 
the award. 
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President's Message 
by Bural LaRue, CFMS President 

 
 
Farewell but not Good-bye! 
 
This year has flown by faster than those jets I used to work on. It was a good year with only one or two small 
snags that had to be dealt with. 
 
Our Earth Science Studies programs were well attended. Financially we did end up in the black on both 
camps. We had a large number of new people attending and all had a great time. Several clubs are sponsor-
ing a club member to camp now. That’s a great way to keep a happy member. 
 
We didn’t have any clubs volunteering to host our shows at the beginning of the year. I’m proud to say that 
now we have 2009 and 2010 spoken for and a bid will be presented at Visalia for the 2011 show. 
Our show hosted by CFMS this year was a big success. I’m proud to say it was well attended and was finan-
cially successful. I want to thank all of you who helped put it together. 
 
I also thank all those who served on committees this past year. You made my job easier. I hope your clubs 
acknowledge all the extra work you do as a CFMS representative. My hat goes off to all of you. 
I bid you farewell, but not good-bye. You’ll find me working somewhere on behalf of CFMS, the best organiza-
tion on the west coast. 
 
Did you make someone smile or laugh today? I hope so. Life is too short—remember to have fun! 
Have a great day and a better tomorrow! 
                                                                                      Source:CFMS Dec. 2008 Newsletter  website: www.cfrmsinc.org/ 

What Rockhounds Need to Know About Claims 
 

CFMS Field Trips – North Seminar 
by Dick Pankey, Contra Costa M&GS 

 
Every rockhound who has collected on BLM or Forest Service land has come upon claim markers and won-
dered “what should I do now?” Are they old or new? Is the claim active? May I/should I enter? May I collect? 
This Seminar will answer these questions and more. Dr Gregg Wilkerson from the Bakersfield BLM District 
Office will be the presenter and address the following topics at this seminar: 

· General overview and history of claims and claiming. What it means when a piece of land is claimed. 
· Current status of claim procedures. What is “claimable”? 
· What are the rights and obligations of a Claim Holder? 
· What are the rights and obligations of the public in respect to a claim? 
· Where and how to get information about claims and claimed land? 
 

This seminar will be hosted by the Contra Costa M&GS on Saturday, March 21, 2009 at the Community Pres-
byterian Church in Pittsburg, CA. An announcement flier with details and directions is available on the CFMS 
Web Site - www.cfmsinc.org. This seminar is for field trip leaders and all rockhounds who enjoy collecting and 
using our public lands; all CFMS society members and guests are welcome. 

Mark your calendar now for Saturday, March 21, 2009, watch for the announcement flier and plan to attend 
this important and informative seminar. 

Source:CFMS Dec. 2008 Newsletter  website: www.cfrmsinc.org/ 
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 
Board Meeting Minutes 

 
November 4, 2008 6:10 pm 
Meeting called to order  by President Vicki Black. 
Members present :  Terry Bartels, Debbie Bartels, Kim Moore, Jon North, Cliff Swenson, Jeanne Boone, 
Vicki Black, Gary Black, Charles Lindquist, Joyce and Bob Emerson and Bill Budd. 
Minutes of October General Meeting:  The Meeting Minutes were approved as printed in the bulletin. 
Treasurer’s Report :  Charles Lindquist said everything was looking good and reported on the show receipts 
from Jon’s North’s report.  All time high for the show. 
Correspondence : 
 There were 2 pieces of correspondence received through email: A thank you for a prior year’s scholarship 
and some show advertisements and some items for sale.   
Committee Reports : 
 Bulletin : Jeanne Boone reported that the club’s bulletin took 2nd place out of 8 in the newest AMFS 

competition.  Congratulations to Jeanne who does a wonderful job! 
 Membership:  We had 2 new members apply for family memberships: 
   Krista Faciana and Fred Friedli 
   Raquel Musa (a junior member) and her family:  Richard, Lisa, Rick, Jack and Jordyn. 
 All were unanimously voted in.  Welcome. 
 Newsletter:  Nothing new to report. 
 Hospitality:  Not here. 
 Federation:  Jon North will be heading down to Visalia this weekend for the elections and he’ll have a 

report for us the next meeting. 
 Field Trips:  Vicki and Gary Black went to the Coop meeting. There were about 23 people there and 

they discussed new rules and new dues.  There was a tentative field trip list put out.  Memorial day 
weekend there will be a trip to the Monte Cristos that our club will lead and one to Davis Creek.  In 
April there will be one to Topaz Mountain and Dugway.  July 4th there will be a trip to Buffalo Canyon, 
and June there will be one to Babcock Peak.  Terry Bartels said that over the Thanksgiving holiday, 
there will be a Co-Op trip to Southern California.  It will be the Travertine Onyx site, off Claymine Rd 
and Boron and Cramer’s Corners.  There will be another one to Wylie Wells as well, and then on De-
cember 13th, to Calico Mountains and Barstow. 

 Historian:  No report. 
 Show Chairman:  Kim Moore said he had the dates for the next show secured.  The dates are Octo-

ber 9-11th.  There is a possibility of having a 3-day show next year with a Friday as Kid’s Day.  It 
wouldn’t cost the club any more, but would be a big commitment for volunteers, needs lots of member-
ship involvement.  There will be lots of discussion before it is decided. Vicki will speak to some 
schools about interest.  Kim scheduled the extra day so it would be possible. 

 Joyce reported that all the dealers were very happy and are returning next year.  Everyone reported 
that the show was a success and everyone had a good time.  Jon North thought the cases were the 
best yet.  Jon North and Charles Lindquist explained what was taken in and will have a full report later. 

 Programs:   There will be a video on “Cash and Treasures’ tonight. 
Old Business:   Elections are tonight.  If enough people show up for the meeting.  There are still some vacan-
cies for officers.  We will also table the order for new t-shirts until after the first of the year. 
New Business:   Jon North mentioned that he knows a woman who would like some help designing and cre-
ating a coffee table out of her gigantic amethyst cluster.  Cliff  Swenson brought in some samples of Chinese 
Writing rock to show. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Debbie Bartels 

 Secretary, NCG&MS 
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Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society Minutes 
General Membership Meeting Minutes 

November 4, 2008 
Meeting was called to order by President Vicki Black: 7:10 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Present :  32 members and 1 guest, Jerry Dubesa: Welcome to all. 
Sunshine :  Happy to see Terry Bartels back with us and we hear that Duane DeWitt is doing well. Tip Ruth is 
also doing better. 
Birthdays :  Happy Birthday to all the November birthdays. 
Program :  A video on Herkimer Diamonds was the program tonight. 
Raffle:  A good time was had again  with the raffle thanks to those who brought items in and thanks to Frank 
Rohleder for handling the raffle.. 
Last month’s minutes stand as printed in the bullet in. 
Committee Reports : 

 Membership :  We have 2 new family memberships accepted into the club.  Jeanne Boone will send 
out the packets. 

 Bulletin :  Jeanne Boone reported that the bulletin took 2nd place out of 8 clubs in an AFMS competi-
tion.  Congratulations Jeanne for the fine job you are doing. 

   Correspondence :  There was a thank you for a past scholarship as well as some advertisements for 
club shows.  The Old Timers bulletin advised that CFMS tells us the Government will be closing off 
more land.  You can contact your congressmen.  There will be 4 new bills addressing closing off land 
to Rock hounds and fossil collectors.  Make our voices heard.  The ALAA American Lands Access 
Association is our advocate association.  There are websites as well.  We need to show how we feel 
about being able to collect and enjoy our hobby.  We need to preserve this wonderful hobby for the 
next generations. 

      Field Trips:  Vicki  Black went to the Co-op meeting in Jackson at Round Table and they discussed 
prospective field trips for the year as well as some new rules and regulations.    Over Thanksgiving, 
there is a Co-op trip to Southern California around Boron and 4 Corners for Palmwood, agate, and 
wonderful banded onyx that they call Travertine onyx.  There is one in December at the Calico Moun-
tains near Barstow.  Thank you to Vicki Black and also to Terry Bartels for being Field Trip Chairmen 
this year and next. 

      Hospitality:   Melba Sagaser said everything is still fine.  She will be in charge of the Christmas Din-
ner again this year—remind everyone to bring their favorite side dish or desert and we’ll all have a 
wonderful time. 
Federation:  Jon North spoke about the CMFS. There will be elections there as well next weekend 
when he goes to the meeting.  If anyone wants him to bring anything up, please advise him.  Quartzite 
starts in January and runs through February.  There will always be lots of field trips, auctions, pot-
lucks, and great times.  From July 30-August 4th there will be the NW Federation and American Fed-
eration shows in Montana.  It will be a fantastic combined show.  If anyone has a chance, go see it. 

 Show:  Everything was great.  Kim Black thanked Joyce Emerson for her wonderful work on publicity, 
on the vendors and for taking care of so much.  This was our best show and thank you to all who par-
ticipated.  It brought in the most money for the club ever and all the dealers were happy.  Kim and 
Joyce did a great job.  Kim thanked Jon North for once again taking care of the money and the cases.  
The dates are set for next year and there is a possibility that it might be a 3-day show, with Friday be-
ing Kid’s Day.  There can be more dinosaur stuff and a great time for the schools and all kids.  It 
would mean a big commitment for the membership though and lots of planning.  A decision will be 
made later after everyone thinks about it some more.   
Treasurer’s Report:  Charles Lindquist gave a report and all is really great. 

 Historian:  No report. 
Old Business:  The minutes were approved.  The annual Christmas party was discussed again, and Melba 
Sagaser and Jeanne Boone will cook the turkeys.  Everyone will bring a favorite side dish and we’ll have a 
great time again.  The party will be held at the Grange on our December meeting night beginning at 6:30 p.m.   

Minutes continued on page 9 
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The Last Show of the Year 
 

December 6-7 2008, Barstow, CA  
Mojave Gem & Mineral Society  
Cora Harper Community Center  

841 S. Barstow Road  
Hours: 10-5 Both Days  

Gene Haines (760) 256-0595  
E-mail: email@mdgms.org  
Website: www.mdgms.org  
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Melba Sagaser will decorate.  Anyone willing to help, please contact Melba or Diane  Riley  If anyone is inter-
ested in participating in the gift exchange, bring a small gift one that would be suitable for male or female and 
we’ll play the annual game. 
The picnic will be held at the same spot and Anita will arrange it after the 1st of the year. 
Elections: 
Vicki Black was voted President 
Julie-Ann Lay was voted Secretary 
Alan Boone will be Treasurer  
Directors are: Gary Black, Cliff Swenson, Kim Moore 
We still need a Vice President. 
New Business:   
Cliff Swenson mentioned Flint Knappers Anonymous and Kim Moore asked that if anyone sees any signs 
from the show anywhere, please bring them to him.  Frank Rohleder said the raffle did great again.  Thanks 
again to all who bring in material and those who buy tickets. 
Meeting was adjourned: 8:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Bartels 

Secretary, NCG&MS 

 Minutes continued from page 8 
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A map and directions to the USGS are here: 
http://online.wr.usgs.gov/kiosk/mparea3.html  

FREE 
 LECTURE 
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Mini Ornament Earrings 
 

These ornament earrings are the perfect way to add a festive touch to your holiday outfits.  They’re great for 
giving too. 

 
Crafting Time :  15 minutes   Skill Level:   Easy   
 
Materials:   Mini Ornaments; Wire Fishhook Earring Findings; Needle Nose Pliers. 
 
Instructions:  Use needle nose pliers to open loop .  Hang ornaments from hook  
and close.  You can also add a small bow to the earrings for added decoration. 

 
Tip:  Use photo as a guide and follow manufacturer’s guide for all materials used. 
 
Source:  free pattern # h00106 from “Michael’s” craft store 
 
Website:  
http://www.michaels.com/art/online/home  
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Photo by Jeanne Boone Photo by Jeanne Boone 


