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“Rock Writings” 
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General Membership Meeting 
Tuesday, August 5, 2008 

7:00 p.m. 
Golden Empire Grange,  

11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley 

August Meeting 
Vinaya Siff will talk on crystals and their healing  properties 

 

Bring a Friend ! 

Nevada County Fair...Aug. 6 - 10 
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                  2008 ELECTED OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT   Vicki Black   
VICE PRESIDENT   Terry Bartels  
SECRETARY    Debbie Bartels   
TREASURER    Charles Lindquist   
DIRECTORS   Cliff Swenson    
      Kim Moore   
      Gary Black  
      2008 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
FEDERATION DIRECTOR  Jonathan North  
FIELD TRIP DIRECTORS   Terry Bartels  
   Tony Kampitch   
  Vicki Black  
HISTORIAN   Pat Breedlove   
HOSPITALITY   Melba Sagaser  
LIBRARIAN   Juana Juvenal  
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN  Ida Waterhouse  
MEMBERSHIP   Jeanne Boone  
PARLIAMENTARIAN   Bill Budd  
CLUB PICNIC   Anita Wald-Tuttle  
PROGRAM    Terry Bartels  
PUBLICITY   Robert & Joyce Emerson      
      Kim Moore   
REFRESHMENTS   Birthday Honorees 
SHOW CHAIRMAN    Kim Moore   
SHOW CHAIRMAN, ASSISTANT  Marty Patton  
SHOW DEALER CHAIRMAN  Joyce Emerson  
SUNSHINE    Mary Tucker   
NEWSLETTER EDITOR    Jeanne Boone  
WEBMASTER   Jonathan North http://www.ncgms.org/ 

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings 
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions.  The membership is informed 
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings.  You are welcome to attend any meeting.  

Executive Committee Meeting:   
First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 
Golden Empire Grange Building  
11363 Grange Ct.,  Grass Valley 

General Membership Meeting:  
First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.  
Golden Empire Grange Building 
11363 Grange Ct.,  Grass Valley 
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Membership Dues:  Yearly membership dues 
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and 
$25.00 for families.  For more information or 
an application, contact Membership Chairman 
Jeanne Boone.  *Deduct $5.00 if you receive 
your newsletter via email*   

 
PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.   

ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE 
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor  

 

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these o bjectives: 
¨ to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils. 
¨ to encourage the collection of minerals and gems. 
¨ to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts. 
¨ to provide field trips to mineral localities. 
¨ to promote good fellowship, education and recreation. 

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF: 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS) 

CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS) 
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President’s Message 
by Vicki Black 

 
I was so sad to miss the July picnic but Gary was able to attend and reported back  that we had a great turn-
out and good food as always and good company .  I was laid up, in bed with my back out.  This old gal just 
can't do what I used to and I keep forgetting and trying anyway.  I love gardening and was making a path 
through the garden and shoveling and moving flagstones etc.   I’m much better and will be at the August 
meeting.  

 
See you then,  

Vicki 

July Board Meeting Minutes and July General Meeting Minutes are not included in this newsletter since we 
had a picnic instead of a July meeting. 

 
Tire Safety  

by Karen Rynberg 
 
The most important thing you can do on a “Field Trip” with our club, to enhance safety and fuel economy, is to  
check and maintain correct tire pressure.  NOW...another check for safety is in order!  Be sure you know the 
year your tires were manufactured.  Recent research indicates the likelihood of tire failure and blow-outs in-
crease considerably after about six years of age.  Sidewall cracks can be one sign of old-age, but aging tires 
can be difficult to detect on new vehicles and recently bought tires. 
 
Here is how to read the information on a tire to tell when the tire was made: 
Look for the tire identification code on the sidewall, containing 10 to 12 digits.  It is usually found close to the 
wheel and preceded by the abbreviation “DOT”. (Department of Transportation). 
 
The code lists:  the manufacturing code and most importantly, the week and year the tire was made.  If you 
are lucky, you won’t have the check the back side of the tire for the information.  Usually it is found on the out-
side of the tire.  Tires made since the year 2000 us four digits to indicate the week and then the year it was 
made.  1505 means - 15th week of 2005.  Earlier tires have only three digits.  155 means - 15th week of 1995 
or 1985...too old for sure! 
 
Just because a tire looks new...doesn’t mean it is new or safe.  Check the codes on you new tires to be sure 
they are new.  Some newly purchased tires were 12 years old in the “20/20” ABC news investigation.  I’m 
sure our president, Vicki Black, remembers her new truck...with less than 500 miles...getting a flat on our trip 
to “Fossil Hill” outside of Lovelock, NV (many, many years ago). 
 
Some of the biggest retailers have been hiding this information for years.  Goodyear, Wal-Mart, Sears, Ford 
Motor Company and other car companies were brought to light by the ABC News Hidden Camera Investiga-
tion, May 9, 2008, a “20/20” production.  You can see part of the original show “on-line” at the ABC news 
website.  You can also go to www.tirelitigation.com  and put in your own computer search for further informa-
tion. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Karen Rynberg 

 
 

More information about the ABC news investigation can be found on the ABC website: 
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/story?id=4813029&page=1 
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Aug 05 -  Cindy Dvoracek 
Aug 08 – Kim Moore 
Aug 24 – Charles Lindquist 
Aug 26 – Leslie VanWhy 
Aug 30 – Tony Rully 
Aug 31 – Jan Longacre 
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August Calendar 
 

August 5 Board Meeting  6:00 p.m. 
August 5 General Meeting  7:00 p.m. 
August 6 - 10 Nevada County Fair 
August 20 Newsletter items for September due 

GREAT BIG KUDOS TO FERNE 
 

A nice “thank you” was printed in our local “Union” 
newspaper a few months ago. 
 
Ferne Olson, one of our members, closed a bead 
store she owned with her mother in Watsonville 
when she moved to Grass Valley. 
 
She generously give a lot of beads to the “Cancer 
Awareness Bracelet Program” that donates the pro-
ceeds from the bracelet sales to our local cancer  
center. 
 
Way to go, Ferne! Source:  Union Newspaper  
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Birthday Reminder 
 

Treats for our meetings are usually provided by the 
members celebrating their birthday each month. 
 
Also, don’t forget to put a penny for each year into 
the birthday cup.   For those of us getting up in 
years, it might be easier to donate a dollar.  The 
money goes to our scholarship fund. 
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Source June/July, 2008 AFMS Newsletter 
http://www.amfed.org/news 
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I will respect both private and public property and will 
do no collecting on privately owned land without the 
owner’s permission. 
I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules 
governing collecting on public lands and will observe 
them. 
I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary 
lines of property on which I plan to collect. 
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting 
areas. 
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - 
fences, signs, buildings. 
I will leave all gates as found. 
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and 
will be certain they are completely extinguished be-
fore leaving the area. 
I will discard no burning material - matches, ciga-
rettes,etc. 
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous 
to livestock. 
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water 
supply. 
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material 
and will take home only what I can reasonably use. 
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize 
fully and well the materials I have collected and will 
recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of oth-
ers. 
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help 
Eliminate Litter Please) and Will leave all collecting 
areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found. 
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in 
designated authority in all collecting areas. 
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau 
of Land management or other authorities, any deposit 
of petrified wood or other materials on public lands 
which should be protected for the enjoyment of future 
generations for public educational and scientific pur-
poses. 
I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural 
resources. 
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will  “Good Outdoor 
Manners” and will at all times conduct myself in a 
manner which will add to the stature and Public 
“image” of rockhounds everywhere. 
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Source:  CFMS August 2008 Newsletter 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

President's Message 
By Bural LaRue, CFMS President 

 

I want to acknowledge a few more hard workers this month. Please forgive me if I omit someone—all of you 
do a great job. You and your efforts would be greatly missed if we didn’t have your dedication and support. 

Our All American Club is a one-person committee chaired by Dorothy Beachler. She and her late husband, 
Bob, worked together for many years. Dot continues to do a great job. I would like to encourage your club to 
document its activities and submit a formal write up to Dot. This is not a contest in the formal sense—all 
clubs are winners and receive recognition both at the CFMS and AFMS level. Call or email Dot for all the 
details. 

Shirley Leeson wears so many hats it’s sometimes hard to keep track of all the service she continues to 
provide. She is our historian and doing a terrific job. Want to know some federation history? She’s the lady 
to call! 

Speaking of programs, have you ever used our slide/video/DVD library chaired by Bill and Sharon Gissler? 
For the low, low cost of $7.50 your club can borrow one of the CFMS programs to use at your club meeting. 
When the Gisslers are out of town, Colleen McGann will handle sending a program in time for your meeting. 
Prefer a live speaker? Check out the Podium People compiled by Program Aids Chair, Cheri George. Po-
dium People lists those persons willing to come to a meeting and present a program. In addition to the list-
ing, Cheri published a section on program tips. A new edition of Podium People was given to each Director 
in attendance at the Directors meeting in Ventura. Copies are included in the packets being mailed to those 
absent. If you can’t wait for the mailing, the information is included on the CFMS website www.cfmsinc.org, 
along with a current listing of slide/video/DVD titles. 

Does your club have tax issues? Our Tax Advisor, Mike Kokinos, has helped numerous clubs solve these 
problems. Then behind the scenes, he reviews almost everything financial that your Executive Secretary/
Treasurer, Pat LaRue, does. 

I ask that your club President or Federation Director read this report to your members or publish it in your 
newsletter so your members know that CFMS is working for them. 

Have a great day and a better tomorrow. Remember, have fun! 

 

PICKLES by Brian Crane 
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        August 1, 2 & 3 2008, Nipomo, CA  
Orcutt Mineral Society  
St. Joseph Church  
298 S. Thompson Ave.  
Hours: 10 - 5 daily  
Wes Lingerfelt (805) 710-1983  
E-mail Rocks4u@proigy.net  
Webpage: http://www.omsinc.org  
 
August 2 - 3 2008, San Francisco, CA  
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society  
San Francisco County Fair Bldg  
Ninth Ave. & Lincoln Way  
Hours: Sat. 10-6 Sun 10-5  
Ellen Nott (415) 564-4230  
August 29 - Sept. 1 2008, Fort Bragg, CA  
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society  
Town Hall, Main & Laural  
Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-6; Mon. 10-4  
Don McDonell (707) 964-3116  
E-mail ejwebb@mcn.org  
 
August 29 - Sept. 1 2008, Fort Bragg, CA  
Mendocino Coast Gem & Mineral Society  
Town Hall, Main & Laural  
Hours: Sat. & Sun 10-6; Mon. 10-4  
Don McDonell (707) 964-3116  
E-mail ejwebb@mcn.org  
 
September 13-14 2008, Downey, CA  
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society  
Woman’s Club of Downey  
9813 Paramount Blvd  
Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 - 4  
Guynell Miller (562) 633-0614  
Email : guynellallen@sbcglobal.net  
 
September 25-28 2008, San Bernardino CA  
Orange Belt Mineral Society, Inc.  
Western Region Little League Ball Park  
6707 Little League Dr.  
Hours: 9 a.m. - Dusk each day  
Emma Rose Couveau (951) 288-6182  
 
September 27-28 2008, Monterey, CA  
Carmel Valley Gem & Mineral Society  
Monterey Fairgrounds  
2004 Fairgrounds Rd.  
Hours: Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 - 5  
Sky Paston (831) 417-7477  
Email: sky@familystones.net 
Website: www.cvgms.org  

Source:  CFMS Website: 
http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 
September 27-28 2008, Stockton, CA  
Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Club  
Scottish Rite Masonic Center  
33 West Alpine Ave.  
Hours: Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4  
Nettie Meissner (209) 858-2263  
E-mail:footsey1@yahoo.com  
 
October 5 2008, Fallbrook, CA  
Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society  
"Fall Festival of Gems"  
FGMS Museum  
123 W. Alvarado  
Hours: 10 - 4  
Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130  
Diane Tjepkes (780) 468-8028  
 
October 11-12 2008, Grass Valley, CA  
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society  
"Earth's Treasures"  
Nevada County Fairgrounds  
11228 McCourtney Road  
Hours: 10 - 5 both days  
Kim Moore (530) 470-0388  
Email: Kmoore160@comcast.net  
 
October 11-12, 2008, Trona, CA 
Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society 
“66th Annual Gem-O-Rama” 
Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society 
1337 Main Street 
Hours:  Sat. 7:30 - 5; Sun.  7:30 - 4 
Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356 
Email: glgms@wvisp.com 
Website: www1iwisp.com 
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A Consent and Assumption  
Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions.   CO-OP website also has information: 
www.ourfieldtrips.org (Password is needed.) 
· All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy).  These trips 

are open to all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader 
and practice safe rockhounding.   

· Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information. 
· Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader. 
· of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site. 
 
 
Aug. 17  CO-OP QUARTERLY MEETING, Sutter Club to Host 
 
Aug. 30 - Sept. 1 Austin, NV,  El Dorado Mineral & Gem Society, Barbara Terrill    
 
Aug. 30 - Sept. 1 Austin, NV - Snakeskin Agate, Pet. Wood, Fluorite, Daisy Agate, Banded Agate,  
   Fossils for Fun Society, Debbie Bunn or Carole Lockhart or Keith Lindholm. 
 
No field trips scheduled for September 
  
Source: Field Trip Chairmen’s Association INFORMATION NOT TO BE REPRINTED   
http://www.ourfieldtrips.org  Field Trip Information to be kept confidential  
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