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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society Meetings
The Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society holds two meetings every month with certain exceptions. The membership is informed
of exceptions during meetings and through Rock Writings. You are welcome to attend any meeting.

Executive Committee Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 6:00 p.m.

Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

General Membership Meeting:

First Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m.
Golden Empire Grange Building
11363 Grange Ct., Grass Valley

Membership Dues: Yearly membership dues
for NCG&MS are $20.00 for singles and
$25.00 for families. For more information or
an application, contact Membership Chairman
Jeanne Boone at (530) 268-8857.
$5.00 if you receive your newsletter via email*

*Deduct

NCG&MS is a non-profit organization that has these 0 bjectives:
to promote the study of mineralogy, geology and fossils.
to encourage the collection of minerals and gems.
to foster the study and practice of the lapidary arts.
to provide field trips to mineral localities.
to promote good fellowship, education and recreation.

NEVADA COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY IS A PROUD MEMBER OF: )&
» AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (AFMS) EY
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. (CFMS)

SOCIETIES

PERMISSION TO REPRINT ARTICLES IS GRANTED IF CREDITS ARE GIVEN.
ARTICLES WITH NO CREDITS ARE WRITTEN BY THE EDITOR, JEANNE BOONE
Please send Exchange Newsletters & Newsletter Submi

ssions to: Jeanne Boone, Editor,

18260 Mountain Park Ct., Grass Valley, CA 95949-903 7
email address: jeanneboone@sbbmail.com
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President’'s Message
by Vicki Black

HAPPY EASTER

The CFMS show is this month and as part of the
show, they are offering the “Future Rockhounds of
America Badge Program” at the show. This would
be a great way for our Junior Members to get started
with the FRA program. Remember, the show is in
San Jose, not too far away. It is April 17th, - April
19th. I'll bring more information to the meeting for
our juniors.

April Program: Hunting for Dinos m

Travel to Montana with Sierra College and see how
we found and collected a Triceratops Skull.

AUCTION. %

We always have a lot of fun. Remember to bring a
rock or something to be auctioned off. Also, don't
forget to bring $$$ so you can be sure to take home
that special treasure.

May Program: Auction

March’s Program
A special “thank you” to Dan Chaplin for his presen-
tation on “Mineral Identification 101”. We learned the
basics steps to take when we find a rock or mineral
specimen and need to know what we found. He
gave us the information on the various steps we can
use to identify the set of properties that are like a fin-
gerprint for each mineral. Each member was given a
handout that will help us answer, “That's a pretty
rock. What is it?”

Nevada City - Grass Valley, California

em & Mineral Society

April, 2009

Apr 08 - Vinaya Siff
Apr 12 — Stuart Woodhall
Apr 17 — Etta Mae Murdock

1o/l /112 ) * o
3o
& 1& | 4,15
&1 $ n
i % 15

3!1# 5 1'$% 5
6/3 !1& $ $!5

31 $ 15
*31'$ ,

75 153 '/

" # $%! & #
() % ~
+ $* -

Sunshine Update

We hope that Diane Riley is regaining the use of her
left arm through therapy after her stroke. Bill Budd
should be completing his radiation soon and on the
road to recovery from his cancer and Duane DeWitt is
working hard on regaining strength in his legs after his
illness.

We miss Diane and Duane and hope to see them
soon at our meetings. It was great to see Bill at our
March meeting.

All the best to these members and speedy recovery!
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Club Field Trip

The trip is scheduled for April 18 and 19 and will be in Austin, Nevada. This trip is open to all Nevada County
Gem & Mineral Society members and their guests. The field trip leader is Terry Bartels. Materials to collect
include fluorite, snakeskin agate, blue chalcedony and possibly some mine minerals.

Terry will have flyers at the April meeting with more details and a sign-up sheet, as well as some samples of
materials to be found. Please sign up at the April meeting or contact Terry by phone or e-mail.

MONTE CRISTO MOUNTAINS
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND FIELDTRIP
MAY 23, 24, & 25

Come along and join us for a fun weekend. We will be collecting rhyolite and not just your ordinary kind! This
is a beautiful blue and pink and red swirly (is that really a word?). This really does describe this kind of rhyo-
lite. There is also bulls eye rhyolite and some black and white agate. We can also go for some apache tears
and possibly some sulfur and alum .

We will also collect some petrified wood and can explore the old ghost town of Gilbert and it's old mine
dumps. Gilbert was founded by the Gilbert brothers in November of 1924. They found gold in the area and
called their mine “Last Hope”. The town of Gilbert grew and had a population of 400 in a couple of years but
by 1929 there were only 60 hopefuls left and a few years later, Gilbert was gone.

The Monte Cristo Mountains are just off Hwy 95 in Nevada and about 30 miles before Tonopah. The road to
the camp sight is a good graded and graveled road. No problem for the RV’s and trailers. It should be good
weather but remember, we will be in Nevada and it can get cold at night. We have had snow one time so
dress in layers you can peel as necessary

Please call and let me know if you plan on going on this trip.

Vicki Black
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Where’'s My Newsletter?
If you are attending our April Membership Meeting and wondering why you didn’t get an April “Rock Writings”
newsletter by email or snail mail, please check with Membership Chairman, Jeanne Boone. It could be that
your Membership for 2009 has not be received and you have been dropped from the roster and newsletter
listings. That can be fixed in a jiffy - cash or check cheerfully accepted! Thanks.

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 4
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BENEFIT DINNER FOR DIANE RILEY

Diane suffered a stroke in January and is currently recovering at home and unable to work. She has
limited medical insurance and the bills from Sierra Nevada Hospital and the Sutter Rehabilitation Cen-
ter are starting to come in. A benefit spaghettid  inner is being held to help her with the staggering

bills. The dinner is being held on Friday, April 3 |, at the Grass Valley Veteran’s building on South A u-
burn. A spaghetti dinner will be served continuous ly from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Advanced tickets are

$8 and can be purchased at the Food Bank Giftand T hrift at 13467 Colfax Highway (at the “Y”) every-
day, at KNCO located at 1255 E. Main during normal  business hours, or by calling The Food Bank at
272-3796 Monday - Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. T ickets will be $10 at the door.

Come visit with Diane and enjoy a good dinneranda  n evening filed with music,
wine and a silent auction.

If you can't make the dinner and would like to make a donation to help Diane,
donations can be made at Citizens Bank at 709 Sutton Way in the name of
Diane Riley.

Message emailed from Diane Riley’s sister, Lari Sol  oman
This is a great chance to have a spaghetti dinner and give support to Diane Riley.

Diane has held many offices in our club and helped our organization in many ways.
Jeanne Boone, Editor

Big Sky Country — Montana On My Mind
by Doug True, AFMS/NFMS Convention Chair

The Billings Gem and Mineral Club invites you to attend the AFMS/NFMS Show and Convention. Come
spend some time with us and see the wonders of the Big Sky country and experience a time of your life.

We hope you plan on spending some time in our state, visiting the many sights or hunting for Montana agate,
Bear Canyon fortification agate, petrified wood, or fossils from the Hell Creek, Pierre and Bear paw forma-
tions. Join us for the many field trips scheduled for after this show. We will spend some time on the next issue
talking about each field trip and what you may expect to find. Many special exhibits are scheduled for this
show. We're excited about....

* A Moon rock from NASA, which has never been to Montana and should be a great draw for the area.

* An Ice age exhibit including a cave bear.

* Outstanding ruby and corundum, Yogo and Montana sapphires, and Gold exhibits

» The Rock Food Table from Texas.

» And...world class collections of Montana Agate, Dryhead, Fairburn and Tepee Canyon agates.

We also look forward to seeing your special exhibits, so please take some time and think about what show-
cases you would like to enter, and also a collection or your craftsmanship that would make a great competi-
tion exhibit. Let’s pull together and show the world what you have to offer. We expect a large number of our
neighbors from Canada to attend the show also. We hope you plan your vacation around this show and visit
Yellowstone National Park, Glacier National Park, the Dinosaur Trail including Makoshika State Park, Little
Big Horn Battle Field, where General Custer fought.

Besides collecting rocks, you should try out some fishing, camping and hiking. (Montana has some of the best
fishing in the U.S.) Watch for more information in the next several newsletters. For registration information
and exhibit forms go to<www.amfed.org.

Source: AFMS March 2009 newsletter  Website: www.amfed.org/
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AFMS/FRA Badges for Kids
by June Harris

To CFMS affiliated clubs, as a CFMS Junior Activities Committee Member and SCVGMS
Kids Area Coordinator, I'm pleased to announce that the Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral
Society will offer the AFMS Future Rockhound Badge Program at our upcoming CFMS show
April 17-19 at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds in San Jose. It's our hope that each sister
club will encourage their Junior members to attend to CFMS show and complete up to five
badges there. Your club does not have to have a Junior Program that has adopted the AFMS
Future Rockhound Badge Program for your Junior members to enjoy this opportunity. Every
CFMS Junior club member already is able to earn these achievements.

Make the 2009 CFMS show a club field trip, a bus trip, or energy-conserving carpool. Better yet, make it a
camping field trip. All are a possibility! Don’t miss this opportunity to enhance your Junior members’ rock
experiences. Email juneconeyharris@yahoo.com to get a program flyer, then please get this info to your
organization’s board members, Junior advisor, and any Junior member’'s families. We hope that this added
attraction to the CFMS show will help support all the CFMS club Junior members and their activities.

Via this unique opportunity, we will be offering the following badges at the show: Rocks and Minerals, Earth
Resources, Fossils, Earth Processes, and Gemstone Lore and Legend. So notify your Junior advisor and
Junior members to set aside a day to visit the CFMS show during the weekend of April 17-19, and to work
on the AFMS Future Rockhound Badge program. Other badge requirements can be worked on at the show.
For instance, Juniors can enter a display case at the show and work on their Showmanship badge. Hope to
see all of you at the show!

-Source: CFMS April, 2009 newsletter  http://www.cfmsinc.org/

CFMS SHOW 2009
Accommodations
by Frank Mullaney, Show Chair

To all CFMS show attendees: We
have great news on some wonderful
accommodations for anyone coming
into town for the Gem and Mineral
Show on April 17-19.

We have worked out a fantastic deal
with the San Jose Marriott located at
301 South Market Street, San Jose,
California, 95113.

We have a conference rate of $89
per night (plus tax) if you call 1-800-
228-9290 and refer to the CFMS
Show. Please get your reservations
in by April 3, 2009 for the best price.
Parking is available on the nearby
city parking lots for a maximum of $7
or $12 per day or you can use the
Marriott's Valet for $25 per day.

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 6
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
Board Meeting Minutes
March 3, 2009

Meeting called to order by President Vicki Black at 6:05pm

Members present: Terry Bartels, Vicki Black, Jeanne and Alan Boone, Dan Chaplin, Julie-Anne Lay
and Jonathan North

Minutes from February Board Meeting:  Approved as printed in bulletin.

Treasurer's Report: President and Treasurer both have signatures on the club bank accounts. All
accounts looking healthy. Rent is due for The Grange.

Correspondence : San Diego County Tailgate, April 3"-5". Lapidary, fossil and mineral vendors.
Shasta & Paradise G&M societies Annual Faire , May 15™-17" in Anderson, CA.

Committee Reports:

Membership: New memberships approved by the Board for applicants Anita Tucker and Mary
Fredlund.

Bulletin: Members who have not renewed their membership received a reminder sticker on their
March bulletin. Jeanne Boone will also send a follow up e-mail where possible as a final reminder.
Thanks to Alex Lay for submitting a word search to share with members.

Field Trips: Terry Bartels will be attending the Co-op quarterly meeting on March 7" . He will also
lead a club field trip on March 14™ to collect thulite off McCourtney Road near Grass Valley. Several
other Co-op field trips coming up in April.

Federation: CFMS show April 17-19 in San Jose.

Show Chairman: No Report

Historian: Pat Breedlove is going to turn the club’s memorabilia over to Vicki. The club is still look-
ing for a volunteer to take over as historian.

Picnic: Payment is required for the security deposit and day use fee for the picnic area. Treasurer
will give Anita Wald-Tuttle a check to make the payment.

Program: Dan Chaplin will present “Mineral Identification 101"

Continuing business: Need new Board Member to replace Cliff Swenson. We are still having ongo-
ing problem with no lights in the basement of The Grange building. Vicki Black will try and go to a
meeting at The Grange to see of they will address the issue.

New business: Dan Chaplin visited the mining museum in Mariposa and will mention at the General
Meeting. Auction will be the program for May (need to advertise in “Rock Writings”), next month Vicki
Black will do a program on digging for dinosaurs in Montana.

Meeting adjourned : at 6:40pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie-Anne Lay, Secretary,
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

Welcome
o Mo e o |
Mary und and Anila Tucker Our new librarian, junior member, Alex Lay, would like to say a

Thank You Vinaya R

special thank you to Vinaya Siff. Vinaya donated some books to
our club library. Perhaps we can learn more about the donation
from Vinaya during our April meeting.

Don't forget to visit the library cart and check out some books!
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Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society
General Meeting Minutes
March 3, 2009

Meeting called to order by President Vicki Black at 7:05pm

Pledge of Allegiance

Present: 24 members and 1 guest

Sunshine: Diane Riley and Duane Dewitt still improving.

Birthdays: Happy Birthday to all the March birthdays!

Program: “Mineral Identification 101" presented by Dan Chaplin

Minutes from February Board Meeting:  approved as printed in the March bulletin
Treasurer's Report: Bank Accounts looking good.

Correspondence : Show fliers for San Diego County Council Tailgate event, April 3-5" and Shasta &
Paradise G&M Societies Annual Faire May15-17" in Anderson, CA.

Committee Reports:

Membership: Welcome new members Anita Tucker and Mary Fredlund. Application for member-
ship received from Nancy Spurgeon. If members’ March bulletin had a crossed out smiley face then
membership dues have not been received and this is the last bulletin.

Bulletin: Thanks to Alex Lay for the word search this month

Field Trips: Terry Bartels is attending the co-op meeting March 7. Club trip to collect thulite on
the outskirts of Grass Valley. Meet at the fairgrounds 9am March 14™. Several trips in April listed
under Co-op trips.

Federation : Don’t miss CFMS Show in San Jose April 17-19. Still taking applications for Camp
Paradise, a few places remain.

Show Chairman: No report

Historian: The club is looking for a volunteer to replace Pat Breedlove. The position basically in-
volves collecting pictures and articles and recording them in a scrapbook to share with the members.

Webmaster: Reminder to check website regularly - new information added each month.

Picnic: July 11" 2-5pm. Deposit and rental fee payment due.

Continuing business: Reba and Penny Rohleder have made 307 bags for the rock show so far so
now club members need to provide tumbled and pretty rocks to fill them all. Keep collecting! We are
still collecting local specimens for Alaska swap box — bring them to next meeting. We need to fill the
box. In May, the club is having an auction so donations are needed to sell at the event. The pro-
ceeds will go to the club. Walt Wright, will be giving a presentation on petrified wood at the Roseville
Rock show March 28-29™ at 2pm and will be available to identify samples after the talk.

New business : Terry Bartels volunteered to take Cliff Swenson’s place on the Board. Huge thank
you to Terry. Dan Chaplin recently went to the CA Mining & Minerals Museum in Mariposa. He said it
was a large and interesting collection and worth a visit if you're in the area. Other local mineral col-
lections that are worth a visit are at the Ironstone Winery and the mineral museum in Taylorville near
Quincy.

Meeting adjourned : at 8:30pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie-Anne Lay, Secretary,
Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society

Nevada County Gem & Mineral Society 8
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Treasures In A Bag

P.O. Box 1116
Nevada City, CA 95959
1-800-986-2665
jane@TreasuresinaBag.com
www.TreasuresinABag.com

We Need You.... Rock Hounds & Gold Panners...

Lifetime Adoption Foundation is hosting a series of fund-raising events to help women and children in need.
The fund-raisers involve getting children and their families involved in learning about gold panning and gem
hunting at an early age.

We are asking for your help in donations of smallr  ocks, gem stones (rough or

polished), or gold for our gem and gold bags.
If you would like to donate any of these items, we would be happy to provide you with a receipt for your tax
deductible donation. Pick-up of items is available if needed.

About our program...

Return to the days of the gold rush and share adventures with “Indiana Jane”. Come and enjoy gold panning
and gem hunting at the Lifetime Ranch in historic Rough and Ready California (near Penn Valley). Experi-
ence the life of a treasure hunter, looking for hidden gold and sparkling minerals and gems.

Join us monthly at the Lifetime Ranch, one of the few private locations where you can learn to pan for gold in
Nevada County, and the only location you can search for gemstones from California and around the world.
Proceeds from this event will benefi t the Lifetime Adoption Foundation, a non profi t charity, actively helping
women and children. If you would like more information on our treasure hunting events or our organization,
please call 530-432-7383 or visit www.TreasuresinABag.com.

Thank you for your interest in this fund-raiser.

Sincerely,

Mardie Caldwell

Fellow Rock Hound

Lifetime Adoption Foundation

P.S. If you would like to be a part of this exciting event, we would love to speak with you about volunteer
opportunities. Please call us today at 530-432-7383, for more details and times available. It's a lot of fun to
share these treasures with kids!
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CO-OP MEMBER & OTHER FIELD TRIPS FOR 2009

Contact your club’s field trip leader for further information and revisions. CO-OP website also has information: www.ourfieldtrips.org

(Password is needed.)

All non-CFMS members must have proof of personal liability insurance (renters or homeowners policy). These trips are open to
all rockhounds who agree to abide by the AFMS Code of Ethics, the directions of the field trip leader and practice safe rock-

hounding.

Call the field trip leader beforehand to sign up and for further information.
Remember to wear your name badge and sign in with the field trip leader.
A Consent and Assumption of Risk Waiver of Liability form must be signed upon arrival at meeting site

April 4

April 4-12

April 10, 11, 12
Easter weekend
April 17 -19
May 1 -3

May 23-25
Memorial weekend

May 23-25
Memorial weekend

May 20-25
Memorial weekend

June 6

June 13/27 rain

Calistoga, CA, tour petrified wood forest. Fossils for Fun, Debbie Bunn

Topaz Mt. and Dugway, UT for topaz, red beryl and geodes. Roseville Rock
Rollers Gem & Mineral Club, Jim Hutchings

Black Butte Reservoir for various jaspers. Mother Lode Mineral Club, Al Troglin

CFMS Show in San Jose — Santa Clara Gem & Mineral Club

Valley Springs Pow Wow . Website: www.ValleySpringsPowWow.com

Monte Cristo Mts., NV for rhyolite, agate, apache tears and petrified wood. Ne-
vada County Gem & Mineral Society, Vicki Black

Davis Creek, Lassen Creek & Adin, CA for obsidian and dolatite. Sutter Buttes
Gem & Mineral Club, Gerry Hill

Davis Creek/Lassen Creek for obsidian AFMS Inter-Regional, Dick Pankey

Virgin Valley for opals, opalized petrified wood. El Dorado Co. M & G Club, Fred
Ott

Babcock Peak for rose quartz & tour of Taylorsville Museum, Paradise G & M

date Club, Mike Eggleston-rain date is June 27.

July 4,5 Buffalo Canyon (Middlegate, NV) for fossils. Fossils for Fun, Hugh Brady
July 30- Aug. 2 AFMS/NWEFES Show, Billings, Montana
Aug. 3-10 Full week of field trips after the AFMS/NWFS show

Sources: Florence Brady, Co-op Field Chairman & CFMS website

Website: www.cfmsinc.org/ %

~— "‘;} :
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2009 CEMS SHOWS

April 3-5 2009, Bakersfield, CA

San Joaquin Valley Lapidary Society

Kern County Faigrounds

1142 South P. Street - Corner S. P & Belle Terrace
Hours: 9-5 Daily

Contact: Lew Helfrich (661) 323-2663

Cell (661) 378-4450

Email: lewsrocks@bak.rr.com

April 3-5 2009, Vista, CA

San Diego Co. Council of G&M Societies
The Tractor Museum

2040 N. Santa Fe Ave. & Museum Way
Hours: Fri. Noon-5; Sat. & Sun. 9-5
Contact: Ray Pearce (760) 7570

Email: raysrocks@cox.net

April 4-5: Maraposa, CA

Maraposa Gem & Mineral Club

Maraposa County Fairgrounds

Highway 49 (S. of Historic Mariposa)

Hours: Sat.10-6; Sun.10-4

Diane Vereschagin

Email: mineralmuseum@sti.net

Website:
www.thematrixmariposagemmineralclub.info/
events.html

April 11-12 2009, Paradise, CA

Paradise Gem & Mineral club

Paradise Elks Lodge

6309 Clark Road

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Carol Eggleston (530) 343-0894; Cell (530) 321-
6941

Email: cjeggy@chico.com

Website: www.goldnuggetwebs.com/PGMC

April 17, 18, 19, 2009, San Jose, CA

54th Annual CFMS Show, Nature's Showcase
Hosted by the Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral
Society Santa Clara County Fairgrounds

334 Tully Road

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Email: info@scvgms.org

Website: www.scvgms.org

Source: CFMS Website: www.cfmsinc.org/

April 18 - 19 2009, Lancaster, CA
Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral club
Lancaster High School

44701-32nd St. West

Hours: 9-5 daily

Vivian Watts (760) 373-1309

Email: vivea22@yahoo.com
Website: www.geocities.com.av.gem

April 25 - 26 2009, Santa Cruz, CA

Santa Cruz Mineral &Gem Society

Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium

Corner of Center St. & Church

Hours: 10-5 daily

Don Welder (408) 353-2675

Email: wdeanweder@yahoo.com

Website: www.scmgs.org/newsite/shows/index.html

May 1-3 2009, Bishop, CA

Lone Pine Gem & Mineral Society

Tri County Fairgrounds Bishop

Corner of Sierra St. & Fair Drive

Hours: Fri. 6p.m.-10p.m.; Sat. 9:30-4; Sun. 10-3
Jeff Lines (760) 872-6597

Email: franceem@qnet.com

May 2-3 2009, Anaheim, CA

Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
Brookhurst Community Center

2271 West Crescent Ave.

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4:30

James Williamson (714) 995-9080
Email: showchair@searchersrocks.org
Website: http://www.searchersrocks.org

May 9-10 2009, Reno, NV

Reno Gem and Mineral Society

Reno Livestock Events Center Exhibit Hall
1350 N. Wells Ave., Reno, NV

Hours: Sat. 10 - 5, Sun. 10-4

May 15, 16, 17 2009, Anderson, CA
Superior California Gem & Mineral Society
Shasta District Fairgrounds

Near Redding off hwy 273

Hours: Fri. & Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5

Manuel Garcia (530) 877-7324

Email: mmpg@earthlink.net

Website: www.superiorcal.com
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